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DearDelegate,
Welcometo the RomanArchaeologyConference!This is the first of whatwe hopewill
many
be
similar occasionswhenall thoseinterestedin the archaeologyof the Romanwoitd can
meet anddiscBssnew ideasand discovedes.The conJerencehasddenorganisedby Dr Jobn
Creightonon behalf of the AichaeologyCommitteeof the Societyfor the domotion bf Rornan
Studieswhich hasprovidedessentialsupportto make the occasio[viable. The biennial
conferenceis the fust initiative of the Committeewhich looks forwardto furtherdeveloDments.
Indeed,if you haveany ideasto put to the committee,pleaselet me ktow. The otherniembers
consistof M. Jones,S. Keay, D. Maftingly, M. Millett, T. Potter,E. Scott, S. Walker ard C.
Woo1f.
We hopethat you will enjoythe paperson offer rhis weekendanddnt you will feel able
to tell otheNaboutit. We very muchlook forward to seeingyou againar tle nextconferencein
1997,venueto be announced.
With all goodwishes,
Yours sincerely,
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ProfessorM. G. Fulford
Chatrtran
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What's New in Roman Britain?
RoomG109
Theme 1: The Army
14:00 14:30 Rick Jones
14:30- 15:00 Ian Rogers
15:00-15:30 Mark Comey
l5:10-r5i50 Th€me 2: Urban Life
15:50- 16:20 Chris Henderson
16,20- 16:50 NickBateman
16150- 17:20 David Sankey
TRAC '95
RoomG101
Theme 1: Cultural Identity
14:00- 14:20 Alex Woolf
14t20- 14.40 RichardAlston
14:40 - 15:00 JoanneBerry
15:00 - 15:20 John C. Barreft
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R€ccption in the Palner Buildirg Foyer
JoumalofRonan
WELCOME AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS
RoomG10
18:00-18:10 Welcome
addrc,ss: Ms M. Mcculloch,Eo Vice,Chancelor,
on behalfofReading
University
Repiy for the Society: Prof. PeterWisemanon behaff of the Societyfor rhe Promotionoi
RomanStudies
18:10- 19:00 CatherineJohns
TheHoxneTreasue
FRIDAY DINNER
19:00- 23:00 Bar openin Child'sHall
19:30 - 20:00 Dinner being servedin Child's Hail - wine providedon the table

SATURDAY BREAKFAST
Breaklastwili beservedin Child'sH4l t m08:00until08:30

SATURDAY MORNING
PalmerB
Roman Baetica: A Reappraisal
RoomGl0
09:OO- 09:30 PedroRo&iguezOliva Archite.tural Decorationin the Towns ofRoman Baetica
Recentwork on earlv Romanlowns in Baetica
09:30 - 10:00 Simon Keay
RodriguezRecentwork on theFoductionofoiive oil in Baeticaandits exports
i0:00- i0:30 J. Remesal
to lhe city of Rome
Moming Coffee
i0:30- 10:50 10:50- 11:20 Prof.C. Domergue Productionandcommercein metalsin Baeticaduring the 1stcentury
AD
ofmarblesupplyto theRomanprovinceofBaetica
Pattems
11:20-11:50 DrI.Roda
l-1.5O- 12:20 Dr. A CaballosRufino The newlv discoveredSenatusConsultumofcnaeus Piso
TurdetaniandTudetania:culturalidetui!' in early Rona! Baetica
l2t2o - 12:50 Mary Downs
What's New in Roman Britain? (contiru€d)
RoomG109
ReconstructingPastoraiEconomies:Romansand Britons in the
09:00 - 09:25 David Miles
Cotswoldwater Park
HeybddgeExcavations
09:X - 09:50 Mark A&inson
TheDorchesterAqueduc:
Putnam
09:50 10:15 Bilt
The RomanisationofBritish At
10:15- 10:35 MartinHenig
Moming Coffee
10:35- 11:00 Archaeology' Latin and the People of Roman Britain
RoomGl09
- 11:30 A Bowman& JD Thonas
NewTextsfiom Vindolanda
11:OO
lznguagecontactandlinguisticvaiery at Vindolanda
11:30-12:00 Jim Adans
ThePeopleofvindolanda
ey
Tony
B
12:00 12130
12:30- 13:00 Discussion
TRAC '95
RoomGl01
TheEe 3: Approach€s to th€ symbolic
'Special'Depositsat Newstead
Abandonment,RubbishDisposaland
09:30 - 10:00 Simon Ctarke
Inages in 4th Century
ofrhe
Naiue
ofFemale
An Examination
10:00-10:30 ReneRodgers
RomanoBritish Mosaics
MomingCoffee
10:30- 11:00 Pilgrim's Talesin RomanBritain
11:00 - 11:30 RaphaelIssedin
theRomanLandscape
Reconstnrcting
11:30- i2:00 DavidPetts
Native Neighbours:someideason the settlementsystemin the
12.OO- 12:30 Dieke wesselingh
'RomanoDutch countf side

The Ure Museum
of Classicswill be openfrom 10:00until 13:00
TheUre Museumin theDepartrnent

SATURDAY LUNCH
in Child'sHattftom13:00until 13:30
Lunchwill beserved
The barwill be oDenfiom 12:30until 13:15

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
PalmefBui
Dialogres in Imperialism
RoomG10
14:00- 14:05 David Mattingly
Inhoducrion
Resistance, co-operation and co€rcion
14:05 14:35 Bili Hanson
TheRomanviewpoin!
14:35- 15:05 RichardHingley
Theindigenous
viewpoint
Imp€dalism and territory
15:05- 15:35 SueAlcock
Creec€:a landscap ofresistance?
i5:35 - 15:55 Aftemooniea
15:55- 16:25 David Mattingly
AIiica: a landscapeof opportunity?
Imperialism anil culture
16:25- 16:55 Dick wtudaler
TheRomanviewpoinr
16:55- l'7.25 JaneWebster
The indigenousvievpoint
1'7:25- l'7:55 Discrssion
Chan:Prol G D B Jones
Cash in rhe Romatr \ orld
Roon G109
14:00- 14:30 Kevin Butcher
14:30- i5:00 DirkBackendorf
15:00- 15:30 DavidWigg
15:3016:00i6:20 16t50-

16:00
16120
16:50
17:20

l'l:20 - I'7:50

MarkusPeter
PeterGuest
S EsmondeCleary
AlekanderBusche

Singul?ror Plural?Cunency systemsof the Early RomanEmpire
New light on old hoards:someremarkson the inremal stucture ol
RomanRepubLican
coin hoards
Cashon theNodh-Westhontier: rhedevelopment
ofcoin usein N.
Gaul in the early Enpire
Influenceson coin circulation:An exa,.nplefyom cermania Superior
A{lemontea
Cash:deductionor deception?
Coin useandloss in a small townI the depositionof coins at
SheptonMallet, Somerset
The function ofRoman denariiin Barbaricum

TRAC '95
RoornGl01
Theme 4: Technology
14:00 14:30 ElizabethShiriey

Building Materials,QuantiiiesandLabour Requirementsat the
Frcntier:The constructionof the Romanlegionaryforr.essar
Inchtuthil
14:30- 15:00 E.M- Evans
Caution:Romanarchitects
at \rork
15:00- 15130 DavidSim
RomanIron Tecbnology
15:30- 16100 AfremoonTe.a
Th€me 5: The Exchange Econony
16:00- 16:30 SaraBon
Form,FunctionandCultureChange:cemmicanalysisfiom
SournemBurgundy
16:30- 17:00 DamianRobinson Thechanging
natureofthe economyin a NorthAliican classical
city
Theme 6: TRAC
17:00- 17:30 Discussion
The futule of TR-{C
SATURDAY DINNER
Dinnerwill be servedin Child'sHa[ from 19:30until20100
The bar will be
CONFERENCE PART\
In Toni'sBar,ReadingUniversilyStudenfsUnion;with live music.
The bar$ill be ooenuntil23:45

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
Breakfastwill beservedin Child'sHa[ ftom 08:00until 08:30
SUNDAY MORNING
Palner
The World of Late Antiquity
RoomG10
09:00 - 09:40 EleanorScott
09:40 - 10:20 AndrcwPoulter
10:20-i1:00

SimonLoseby

11:00- i1:20
11120-12:00
12t00- l2t4j
12:40- 13:00

Tim Potter
Bryanward-Perkins
Discussion

Mapping Roman Britain
RoomG109
09:00 - 09:30 HumphreyWelfare
09:30 10:0010:3010:5011:20 llts} -

10:00
i0:30
10:50
i 1r20
i 1:50
12.20

12t20- 12.50

B?rd Jones
S. EsmondeCleary
MichaelFulford
Bob Bewley
Mike Bishop
Vince Gaffney

Processesandproduclion:urb.n andnral late-RomanPalestine
UrbaneIife in the countrysideandsoldiersin towns:a voyagedown
the Danubein late Antiquity
ContinuityandChangein LateAntiqueCiliesin SouthemCaul:
The caseofArles
Momingcoffee
ThelandofSt. AugustinqtheNorthAfricancity andtheChuch
The Distriburion ofwealth andPowerin the Later RomanState

RClnvIE andHadrian'swall: therevisedcarlogmphicrecordof a
world H€ritageSite
Ptolemy,Marinus andthe Turning ofscoiland
Britanda depicta:Problemsin mappingRomanBdtain
Momingcoffee
The Rornanisedl-andscapeof SalisburyPlain
Mapping RomanBritain
From Trackwayto road:Corbridge,Roecliffe,andthe casefor a
Proto_DereStreet
The wroxeter HinterlandProject

Roman Finds Group Meeting
RoomCl01
Two goups ofRoman piecemouldsfrom Castleford,Yorkshire
09:00 - 09:35 JuslineBayley
A broochmanufacturingsite in SouthNorfolk
09:35 - 10:10 JobnDavies
Rites anddtuals in the Eastcemeteryof RomanIrndon
10:10- 10:45 Angetawardle
MomingCoffee
10:45- 11:05 Lookingout fiom thegallery:findsstudiesandmuseums
11:05-11:40 ChrislineJones
ll.4o - 12.15 H. Cool & M.J- Baxter Similarity 3nddifference:rhecomparisonof finds assemblages
l2tl5 - 12.50 LindsayAilason-Jones A typical assemblage
SUNDAY LUNCH
Lunchwitt be se.vedin Child'sHall ftonl 13:00until 13:30

SILCHESTER EXCURSION
Thecoachdepartsfiom lhecarpa* nearthePalmerBuildingar 14:00,retumsat 16:30
Your suide to the site will be Michael Futford

The Ure Museum of Greek Archaeology
This will be openon Saturdayfrom 10:00until 13:00
The Ure Museumof GreekArchaeologyin the Deparunentof Classicsat the Universityof Readingofiels oneof
the major specialist resourcesin Greek archaeologyin the United Kingdom. Ii is about rhe fouth largesr
collectionof Greekcerarnicsin Britain, andFobably the premiersrnallteacldngcollectionin this county which
is readily availableio studentsandteachemfrom either schoolsor univeffities.
The Ure Museumb€ganin 1911as a teachingcollection under PercyUre, ahenProfessorof AncientHistory at
Reading.Vaseswere drawnfiom his own collection, and,after World War I, purchasedin orderto complement
material from excavations conducted by Ure and his wife at Rhitsona in Boeotia. The early colection
concenaabdon Boeotian,Attic andCorinthianpottery. However.ftom the beginning,olher Greekmaierialalso
carne to be included as the coltection benefitedfrom severalgifts. The collection loday rumben about2,000
objects,andfeahrresa iargerangeofcreek cemrnicsfiom the BronzeAge to Classicalperiods,includinggroups
of Codnthian,Attic Red andBlack Figure,Boeotian Black Figure, andEast Greekvases.In addition,thereare
coltectionsof SouthItalian pottery, Efirscan cenrnics and teFacottas,somemetal and stoneartefacBof creek
and Romandate, a group of Cypriot BronzeAge, Iron Age and Classicalceramicsand terracottas,andfinally a
selectionof Egyptian antiquiliesrangingin dateftom the Pre-dynasticto Romanpedods.Thereis alsothe noted
ReadingAulos (an ancientCreekreed-pipemusicalinstument) .
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Keynote Address:The Hoxne Treasure
CaaherineJohns (British Museum)
A srearfinal of Romansold and silver wasmadebv Mr Eric Inwes on 16 November1992while searchingwith
a;ed detecrorin a fil;d ar Hoxne jn Suffolk. Wiihin a large woodenchestvere some200 objectsof gold and
silver and some 14,670 coins dating up to the reign of ConstantineIIl Although we do not know who
orisinallv owned the hoard, ir is likely that il reFesented the accumulatedwealth of a vary affluent private
fa;ly, p;ssibly one which ownediand in manypartsof the Romanempirc. This talk will explore someof the
new thi;gs which have come to light as the analvsisof the find hascontinuedat the British Museum under the
guidanceo{ CatherieJobnsandRogerBland

Presenting the Romans
Orga,riser:SusanWalker (British Museun)
Mosr oeoDletoday flrst leam about the Romansat schoot. Then and thereafterexposuretd Roman history and
sitesandmuseum
culu.; c;mes in a mjxeil contexrof learningand leisure,tbroughvisitsto archaeological
explorethe ways in which the
salleries,ard, most pleasurably,throughfilm In this sessionfour speakers
iorn-r *. pr"..nea in *ese medja: at sitesandmuseums,Mike CorbishleyandJenniferHall focus on cuEent
Dmcticead future plans, while Maria Wyke offers a history of Pompeii in twentieth-centurycitema Simon
jameseive. a critical surveyof what is leamedaboulrheRomansby theBriLishpubli' ln an accompanying
exhibiti'on.Marinella PasquinucciandAlbeno Fremurapresenta graphicvision of Romanbaths,$anaries and
harboursnow b€ing devisedfor the Italian public.
Maria WJke (Dept. Classics, Re\ding Universit!): Cinena Lnd the CitJ of the Dead: Reel
Histories of PomPeii
The architeciureand art of Pompeii,its buildings' wattpaintings,slatuary,and furnishings,have been
appropriatedby and recrea@din many films ahroughthe course of this century' from-the beginnings of the
att l" ttr" tSOOsup to a teleYisionmini-seies of the 1980s.The purposeof this paper is to explore
"ine*itic
that cycle of cineratic reconiaucdonsof Pornpeii,andthe proc€sswherebycinemainteractswith archaeology
and givespleasure
and historiographyro producean imaginativereconstructionof the ancientdty that adalresses
to a hugemassaudience.
Film ii a realistic medium. At the moment of its odgin' one of the most fascinating altractions the new
medium claimed to offer was the possibility of re.onsFuctingthe pastwith a rcalism suPeriorto that available
the novel But
ftom fragmentary ruins, documeniarysources,or the histoncal fictions of painting' theatreatd
'Pompeian'films
the
the
texture
of
paid
reconstruction
in
surface
ao
accumte
attention
wtrateueithe anriquarial
'reel' historiesof Pompeiiarealso intriguing andpleasurablefictions'
r rhe set desisns.costumesand plops), the
The tirsr'rel' hjstoriesof Pompeijproducedin Italy betweenthe 1900sandthe 1920s,while &awing on the
cultulalholdofthecitywhichthetwentieth.centulyexcavationsconstantlystimulated'horrowedtheir
pictorially impressiveviaual conventionsfiom Victorian paintingsand stagedesigrs-'conceivedthe Pompeian
past as a ipeciacular pyrodrana, andbasedtheir melodramaticnarrativeconcemingahelove of the ?ompei'ns
dlaucus and Ione on_anineteenth-centuryhjstorical novel. The ltalian films set in Pompeii were sold to their
audiencesthroughanapPeatbothto|hevisualpleasuresofseeingtheirol\,nculturalheritager*onsauctedon
screenandto thJmoral valueof their story: the innocenceof theloverssurvivesthe desEuctionof a decadentand
cruel Romancity.
In the new era of soundfilms, Hollywood took on the task of bringing Ponpen back to life, but the ancientcity
hetd a much weakef grip on ihe cuiture of Americathan of ltaly. Therewas not the samedegee of famiiiarity
w;*r or inrerest in far-off ctassicalruins- If Pompeii was to come to life for Americar audiences,its ancient
citizenshad to havethe samesort of experietcesandspeakthe samekind of dialogueasmodem-dayAmericans'
So when RKO prodwed The last Dals of Ponpeii ir 1935, the ancienl citv gained2 n€w fictional hero
'Marcus' whose iife and death matchesthat of the rise and fall of Chicagogangsters.Similarly, the Pompeji
reconstructedin 1984 as the setting for a television min;senes' although filmed partly on location in the
original amphitheatre,set up paraliels with the matedaiism' the religious cuits, and the spo s heroesof late
t-Jntieth-cintury Arnerica. And the story of the city's last davs became a parable for the life of 1980s
Califomians awaiting the desruction thai the SanAndreasfault might bring them.
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Thus the cinematicreconstuctions of ?ompeii in boih the Italian and the American film industrieshave drawn
their appealfrom twentieth-centurynotions of a continuing classicalheritagewhich is at the sametime borh
aestheticailypieasingandrnorally edifying.
Mike Corbishlet (Eead of Education, English Heritage): Presenting piles of otd: the
Ronans in the late 20th centul)
This paperwill review the waysin which the Romanpastis presented
to the visitingpublic - whetheras
individuals, families or educationparties. In somepans of the Roman world the remnantsform pan of the
familiar surface of lhe landscape. In northem Euope those remains aie usually brought to lhe surface by
excavation.Hoir difficult is it for the non-specialist
to makeany meaningfulconnecrion
with peoplewho
appearedto live underground? The author has worked or a number of Roman sites in Britain, in particulal
Wroxeter Romancity, and will Fesent curcnt views of interp.etationin Britain and in other count ies of the
Romanworid, especiallyin Gennany.
Jenn| EaU (Museun of London): A New Roman Ga err - can archaeological
interpretatio,tN and chalengtng displays be designed to suit all ,isitors?
In reFesenting the past in museums,we are dealing with the art of comrnunication.With whom and what are
we trying to communicateandwhal are our methodsof communication?
Most peoplehaveheardof the Romansand lhereforeRomangalleriesarepopularwith childrenandaduhsalike.
Recentresearchat the Museum of London hasshown that 40% of the museum'spublic is underthe age of 13.
Th€refore, to make a child's visit to a museuma memombleand pleasurableexperiencewill keep that child
intercstedin museumsthroughto adulthood.How, therefore,doesone satisfythe needto communicare
information and to slimulate thoughaat all levels?
The existing Romangallery at the Museumof lrndon hasbeenevaluatedandthe resultsusedto formulateplans
for renewingthe gallery. However,the Romansare stitl belng studiedby schoolsasa fossiiisedpeiod or tbeme
and not as changingwith the passageof time. The ne\t Romangallery will be considered;n chronologicalunits
in order to convey a senseof walking tbrougb time. Within eachtime capsule,specific themeswill be isolated
for expandedconsiderationand relatedio the whole timespanofRoman London'sdevelopment.It is intended
that the public will leave the gallery with the tasdngimpressionof the rise and declineof the Romancity. How
canwe satisfactorilycombinecfuonoiogywith themes?
Sincethe Museumoi London wasopenedin 1976,therehavebeenmany archaeologicaldiscoveriesin London
in the wake of ihe developmentboom. Thesediscoverieshaveled to a substantialincreasein our knowledgeof
Ronan London. Neither the discovenesnor the knowledgegainedis reflectedin the currentgallery.How canwe
bestpresentihis new informalion? Can new technologyassist?
Simon Ja tes (British Museun): Vox Popu6: Pltblic perceptions of the Roma WorA
If we believe (hat knowing aboul the Roman world (or the past in general)is worthwhile, then presumablywe
agreethat we should tell peopleaboutit. But what are the British public told, and what do they kno\r about the
Romanpast'?My own experiencesuggestslhat peopletypically know litde, and much of that is wildly
inaccurateanrvorout of date-Further,peopleoften find it very hardto get infomation aboutthoseaspeciswhich
To many, of ali ages,the Romanswere either sophisticatedpeople who were a miror of ourselves('they had
cenEalheatingandpolitics, didn't they?") or ihey werenasryimperialisi oppressorswho went aroundconquering
people and pe$ecuting them for their beliefs. To caricature a caricature: Roman civilisation, apa( from
Fishboumeand Hadrian'sWall, was somethingthat 'happened'in the city of Romeandat Pompeiibetweenrhe
time of Caesarandthe eruption of Vesuvius.
Hoiv hasthis arisen,and what canbe done aboutit? The explanation,andthe way to possibleimprovements.lie
in scrutinv of how oeoDlefind out aboutRome.both at schooland in adult life.

Ronan ArchaeologJConference1995- TheAbsrac$

What's New in Roman Britain?
Organiser:Mick Jones,City oflincoln ArchaeologyUnit
This sessionptovidesan opporlunity to hearaboutthe latestdiscoveriesandiders generatedby new fieldwork in
RomanBrilain-

PART 1: The Army
Rick Johes (UntuersitJ of Bradford): Frontier Contacts: theory and practice in the
Nen'staead Researeh Project
The NewsteadResearchProject bas addressedthe problem of how to tacklethe archaeologyof contact on the
Roman frontier. The relationshipbetweenthe Roman incomen and indigenouspeopleshas often been
approachedthrough analysis of the movementof artefactsberweenRoman and native settlements,and by
comparing the natures of lhe settlements themselves.Since both groups of people cenainly did live as
neighbourstogetherat the sameperiodsin the samelandscapgthe questionsseemclearly enoughconsrucred.
However the expedenceof the NewsteadProject shows rhar interpreting the archaeologicalrecord of such
interactionspresentsmajor difficulries borh of pmcrical field researchand of theoretical inrerpretation.What
levelsof intensityof evidencecanbe recoveredfrom a regionevenin a largefield researchprogramme?How can
contemporaneityand comparabilirybeMeen seaaiements
be establishedwhen the archaeologicalrecordsof the
Romanandmtive setdements
havevery differentcharacters?
What do we unde$tandby "culturecontact"?
TheNewsteadfield rcsearchhasdramaticallyexpandedthe av"ilableevidencein our region,tbroughan integmted
progamme of exca.,'ation,geophysicaisurvey and air photogaph rectification. However the more significanl
challengeslie in the way in which that evidencerequiresmoresubtleformularionsof the questionsaskedof tbe
Romanfrontier. The contextsof both rhe regionalarchaeologyand the dynamicsofRoman Irnperial policy must
be acknowledged.The archaeologicalevidencefor the nature of cuirural contact and comparison mav be
interyreteda! seve.allevels, going beyondthe simplistic his.oricalformularionof "what happeniato ttre naiives
whenthe Romansarived."
Ian Rogers (Gifford & Partners): Lines of supplr, conqaest & industrt in the Roman N.W.
h haslong beenthought that the main line of the Romanadvancenorth into Brigantia is representedby the rcad
extending fiom the fortressat ChesterthroughNorrhwich and crossingthe Mersey at Manchester.The major
soulh-north Roman road known as King Street, which exlends from Holdilch in Staffordshire through
Middlewich in Cheshireto crossthe MeNey at Wilderspoolin Warrington,hasgenerallybeer assumedto postdatethe early advancesnorth.The discoveryof a Romanmiiiia,"yenclosulea! Middlewich, dlring an evaluarion
by Giffods, together with evidence of an early military presencein the civilian sites at Wilderspooi and
Holditch, both recently excavated by Giffords, suggeststhai King Sfeet was an early military rcure.
Furthermorethe results of the excavationssuggestthar both rhe rapid early expansionof rhesesetrlementsand
their subsequentfonn and history were very strongiy linked with milit.ry activity. Wilderspool in parricuiar
seemsto have mpidly developedas a manufacturingsite specialisingin rnilitary equipment. This has wide
implications for ou. understandingof the fom, natureandfuncrionsof rownsin the RomanNorh-Wesr and the
degreeof'Romanisation' which took placein the area.
Mark CorneJ 6CHME, Salisbur!): Reappraisal of late Roman belt fittings
Late Roman belt fittings, representingnaftow and broad belts, were firsr brought to the attention of Bdtish
scholarsby Hawkesand Dunningin 1961.Sincethat datefurthef exampleshaveappearedin pint and the rype
sedesof stap enalsextended(Simpson1976).
This paper will Sive an accountof rccent finds ftom Britain, now numberingover 500 items, and discusstheir
distdbution, typology anddating.The recognitionofa classmanufactuedin Brirain (Hawkes& Dunning 1961)
is confimed and expanded.Most ina:iguing howeveris the distsiburionpanem now available for Britain, wirh
that for narow belt reiated iterns (Hawkes and Dunning types Ia & Ib) showing significanr concentrationsin
modem Gloucestelshire,Wiltshire and Do$et. Wirhin this region thereareespeciallynorableconcenrations in
the Avon Valley of Wiltshire and to the solth of Bokerley Dyke - a lare fourth or eariy fifth century boundary
systemin CranbomeChase,Dorset. This aslect of the studywill be emphasisedand the suggestionmade thar
suchitems may represenithe presenceof personsconnectedwith the later fou.th andfifth cenruryadministration
of Britannia P.ima.
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PART 2: Urban Lif€
Chris Hendercon (E eter Cit! Museum, Archaeologi.al Fietd Unit): 2nd century town
.Iefeoces at Exeter
Excavationsovet the past 20 yeerson sitesin rhe Soulhcate areaandelsewhereon rhecircuit of Exeter's town
walis havepoduced a reasonablyclear pictufe of the chancterof the Antonine earth.workdefences.Thesewere
erectedfollowing rhe demolition of rhe mid-firsacenturylegionaryfortressrampart.\r,hichhad beenrctained to
form the initial boundaryof the early Romanrown. The stonetower discoveredar Southcare by Aileen Fox in
1964-5,thoughtby her to be contemporarywjth the second-cenrury
ramp&t is usually found ro be no more than
1.5m high, yet everywhereit exceeds12[l in breadth rhis earthwork was probabiy fronted by a relatively
insubstantialrevetmenr,perhapsbuilr of wardework. There were two large V-shapeddilches in fronr of the
rampart,separatedby an openzore 12mwide; the needto disposeof the spoil fiom thesefearu.esaccounasfor
the excessivewidth ofthe n'nparL The folm ofExeter's second-century
eaniwork defencessuggeststhey served
a short-termmilitary purpose. They have more in commonwirh eirly modernremporary6;id fortificarions,
suchas English Civil War entencbmenrs,thanwiih the permanentstonewall and gatesrhat replacedrhem, and
their builders could not have expectedrhem to lasr for more than a year or two before seriousdecay set in.
Exeler's AntonineearthworkdefencesarethusIikely to bavebeenerecredfor emergencydefenceratherthan as a
symbolofcivic status.
Nick Bateman (Maseun of Lontlon A.chaeolngJ Senlrce): The Lonilon Amphitheatre
london's Romanamphitheatrewasfirst discoveredin 1987duringredeveloprnent
nearthe.mediaeval
cuildhall in
the City. The main campaignof excavationhasbeensince 1992 and wili conrinue rhoush i995. Abour one
sixth of the total g.ound plan hasbeenuncovered.includjngparl of rhearenairsetf. a ramp; entrancethough a
gatewayinto the arena,two side chambersand evidencefor rhe supe$Eucture.The earliest amphitheate was
builr entircly in limber in AD 70; it wasreplacedin.he early- ro mid- secondcenturyby an amphithearrewhich
combinedboth masonryand timber elemeDts.Two of the mosr remarkablefeatues of the site have been the
depthof stratigaphy, Romanandlater, andthe stateofpreservarionof rimberfeaturessuchas alrains,thresholds
andgateposts.Dendrochronologyshowsthatthe dminagesystemwassrill beingrepairedin ihe mid-third ceniwy
and the amphitheatrem.ayhavesurvivedinro the fourth.Much of the masonrywaseventuaiiyrobbedout and rhe
site wassealedby 'darkearth'deposiis.
Davin SankeJ (MoLAS): The Recent discowrJ of a Late Rorran building in London
A very targelate 4th century building hasb€er found on Tower Hill, overlooking .he souih,eastcomer of the
watled city- Exce€dingthe site in threedircctions,andwith wall foundarions2.0m wide, it was apFoximately
1/2 ihe size of the secondbasilicaand2/3 the size of St. Paui's cathe&al.The consrructionrechnioueis massive
with woodenpiies driven mechanicallyinto sandandgravelsiotherdetailsalsoagreewith c6ntempomrybuitding
manuals.The closeststrucnlal analogueftom late aniiquity is rhe carhedralbuilt ca.. 380 by St. Ambrcse in
Milan. Altemative reconstructions,
anduses,for theLondonbuilding areconsideredandthe flavs in rhe evidence
readily conceded.Finally, the significanceof the find for illuminaring the life andvigour of the tateRoman ciiy
is examined.
PART 3: Misc,
Darid Miles (Oxford Archaeological Unit): ReconsEucting Pastoral Economiet: Romans
Qnd Britons in the Cotswou Wakr Park
The Oxford Archaeological Unit's project in tbe CorswoldWater Park is one of the largest Romano-Bdtish
landscapeinvestigationseler undertakenin Britain. Settlements,
cemeteries,fields, .oads, shrinesand
watercourseshave been ex3mined,in whar was a predominatelypastoralenvironmenr.The mulri-disciplinary
teamuseda wide vadety of explomtorytechniques,Iiom aerialphotography,geophysicalsurvey andphosphate
analysisto large scaleexcavalior.Emphasiswasplacedon aherecoveryof biological data. From about300BC
to A-D400the pastoralmaragementsystemschangedftom overgazedgassland, with sheepand catde,ro bolse
herdingandhaymeadow.
Thesechangeswill b€ examinedagainstthe regionalsocial,polirical and economicbackground.h is proposed
.hat in the iater first cen.ury the riverside land east of Corinium was under official control. This paper will
consider what forms this control mighr have taken, and in panicular aryue that we have here an exampte of
military Pratawh;ch thenpassedinto p vateownership.
Mark Atkinson (Archaeologr Department, Essex Couhtr Council): News f.on Herbridee
Krown &om casualfinds andsmall scaleexcavationsincerhe 1880's,EssexCounryCouncil Fietd Archaeology
Group was presentedwith the opponunity to excavatea substantialp3rr of dfs Roman smatl town foilowing
the decisionto bdld housingovera 32 acre(13 ha) .rea ai HeybridgenearMaldon,Essex.
The excavationhasrevealeda site far morecomplexthananticipated,spanningthe Late pre-RomanIron Age io
Early Saxonperiods. The Iron Age settlementp.obably devetopedalong a prehistoric track\ray, close to irs
crossingof the River Blackwaler at the headof its es.uary.The iarge and diverseiange of imported ceramics
indicate that the kon Age seatlementwas of considerableimportance,perhapsengagedin conrinentattr-ade.
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Indeed' the serdemenrseemsto have beenwelr developed.perhapscentredupon rhe Romano-celticslyie lemple
complexwhich may be seenro haveinfluerced the subsequent
developmentof the Romanrown.
The setdementappea$to haveenjoyedits heydayin rhe lare isr cenruriesBC ro AD, wirh a road infrastuctue
beingintroducedsoonafterthe Claudianconquesr
whichrespecrs
the rempte,itself replacedby a laier Roman
religiouscomplex.As vell asroads,lirge expanses
of neraitedsudaceswerelaid in rhecoreof the town on
which antiquatedhon agebuildingsconrinuedto be constructed.
While the later Roman woodenstructu.esh2veproren difficutt to identify in sequencesof dump and teveiting
material overlying rhe melalledsurfaces.zoning of activity is i.nmediatetyapparenrbeaweenetch of rhe rhre;
'side' roadswhich run off the main north-soDrh
thoroughfare;rheseinclude piriing and industriat activity ro rhe
sourh,&e rcligious precincrandpossiblepublic open space(both cenEauyplaced) and domesricactivity to ihe
nodh andfurther east.
The site, with its vasr array of potrery, meralwo* and both industrial and domestic srmctures,is pefiaps rhe
most expansiveinsight inro an undefendedsmall town to date. Ir is certainly a rare opporruniry ro add io our
unde$tandingof Late Iron Age society,its transjtioninro rhe Romano-Bririshperiod ard of tbe origin,
morphology.
developmenr
ande\ enlualde.lineof a Romanminorrown.
BiU Putnam (Uni'e^itr of Boarnemouth): The Dorchester Aqueduct
The most recentstudy of the Aqueducris that by Ray Fanar for RCHME, caEied our in the l96os. An aerial
photographaakenby JohnBoydenir rhe droughrof 1976showsrwo channels,a Iargerand a smalter.All
attemptsthiscenturyto find thechannelin irs upperhalf norrh-wesr
ofMucklefordhavein factfailed to locate
it, in spite of &e extaordinarily large s;zeof the channeiin the obvioussectionsnearcrDorchester.
Fieldwork andexcavationby BoumemouthUniversity during 1992-4haveiound the aqueductto be a comptex
monument.Solurionshavebeensuggesredto someof the problems,but not ali. Work coniinuesin 1995.
lReference:RCHME 1970Histoical Monumentsin the Counryof Dorset t, parr3, p.58'l
Martin Eenig (Institute of ArchaeologL, Oxford): The Romdnhation of B.ttish Art
Despite the publication of major studiesby the late Jocelyn Toynbeein the early 60s and the appearanceof
various monographssince (notably on mosaics,wall-painting, sculplure and gems) rhe changesin rhe afts of
RomanBritain havebeenseenratheras the irevitable resultof conqu€srihan as a dynamicresponsero changing
crcxmstances.The visual cuitue of our periodhasbeentakenlessserioustythanthaaof the precedins]]on Ag;
or than the arts of rie Anglo-Salons andearly ChrisrianCelrs. For this pessimisticview w; have ro rhank rwo
Oxford Fofesson, HaverfieldandCollingwood,who bolh overvatuedlhe crafrsof rheIron ASe ar the expenseof
provincial Roman art, sening aside the extraordinary successof rhe symbiosis between the two tradirions
achievedby insular anists firsr in metalworkbur very soo, ;n other mediasuchas sculpture.
Much of the impetusfor changecamefrom Bdrish smiths,perhapsevenbeforc AD 43 andcertainly very soon
afterwards,both in areasunder Rornancontrol and in the ciient kingdoms of the Iceni and Reg;i (n;te the
Crownthorpecupsand the 'Bdghron' stag). Soonother anisb ofceltjc (often Brirish) srockwere aarvins stone
(theBath pedimentbeiongsin tlis conrext)andat leastfrom rhesecondcenruryrheyweremakjngdistincrive
contributions to mosaic and wall-painting. The new symbiosiscombinesnative linearity and taste in colour
with classicalforms. Its ultimaleculminationljes in the grearmasreryieces
of mosajcan producedin the
Cotswoldsandelsewherein founh,centuryBrihin as welt asin the disrinctivejewellery andsilver Jiom Thetford
andHoxne in EastAnglia.
Romanjzationin arr has a greardeai in commonvith the romanizationof religion. In both instancesRoman
organisationandpatonage provided the occasionfor a much greaterrangeof exFession. The individualily of
the art of pre Romanperiod in Britain is if ,nything more markedtha, rharof cuit-practice. Rather.han bei;g a
te.m of denigration, 'Romano-BritishAri' designatesa style of great sensitivity and refinement. I int€nd to
demonstratethis briefly in my conferencepaper and at length in a book The Art of Ronan Britain to be
publishedby Batsforda l;ttle later this spdng.

l2

Ro,,anArchaeolag, Conference1995- me Abstncts

TRAC'95
Theoretical Roman Archaeology Conference
Organisers:Ray Laurence& Jo Benf (University ofReading)
This is the 5th meetingof the TheoreticalRomanArchaeologyConference.The papersthis year will critically
evaluateour approachesto the foliowing themes:cullural identily, romanisationand accultumtion,technology
and, an old favourite, exchangeand the economy. Further, a numberof papers\rill promotethe discussion
the role of symbolismin our readingof Romanculture.

Theme 1: Cultural Identifv
Alex

Woolf

(Sheffield.), 'Mac Fir

Bhisish's

Law in

Ronan

Britain:

a sesmentarr

Taking as a starting point the model for population repiacementdescribed,with referenceto Ireland, by
DuabhaltachMac Fir Bhisigh in 1650,this paper aims to explore the relationshipsbetweenRomanisingelites
andthe spreadoffeaturesofRoman cuitureamongstthe lover economicorders.Particularattentionwill be paid
to rura1houseplans although other aspectsof culture, including language,will be discusaed.The paper wiil
artemprto presenra model of RomanBritain as a segmentarysociety in which clan skucture was important as
landlordship. The role of the army in slowing down fttes of acculturationwill also be examined. The main
the
themeof my argument,hereandeisewhere,will be &at cultural changecanbestbe understoodifone stsesses
continuityof underlyingsructurcs. The hingednatureof Imperial societywill be presentedas its most
chaficteistic featue andit is hopedihat theseideaswill prove stimulatingto thoseworking in areasbeyondthe
Gaulishsea,particularly in the GaulsandSpain.
Richa l Alston (Roral Houovar, 'Rein|enting the Ancient Citj'.
This paper will seek to examinethe different ancient responsesto the urban form and reconstructthe orban
experienceof ihe peoplewho visited and lived in the cities of the EasternMedi.eraneanin the imperial period.
on public buildings and the administrativeandpolitical
The archaeologyof thesesitesftequendyconcentsates
these
centres
were
constructed
by the elite, they may reflect an irnageof the ciry
centresof rhe cities. Since
specificto elite aspirations,especiallyh an areawhich did sharethe Graeco-Romantradition of urbanism. The
reality of the cities may have beenvery differeni. Using archaeologicaldataftom various sitesin the East and
lirerary andpaplrological data,I examinehow muchcan be discoveredabouthow the 'altemativecity' relatesto
rhe offrcia] imagesof urbanlife createdby lhe eiite anduncoveredby a.claeologr.
Joanne Berry Geaning, 'Afiefacts and ldentity'.
This paper aims to demonstratethe huge potential of aftefactual evidence for our undentanding ol social
processeswithin the defined area of the Roman house. In particular it will ad&ess the Foblem of tbe
interpretationof artefacts:to what extentcanthey be usedto revealthe constructionandmaintenanceof domestic
relationships,such as siave and master,master and misaress,master and guest. My aim is to suggestthat
artefactshavean g4iJg role to play in the organisationofthe house,and in the creationof socialrclationships.
John C. Barrett (Gl^sgow), 'Romanisatiott: a Critical Comment'
This paperwilt aryue rhat rhe conceptof Romanisation,which appearsto define both a cause(ihe mechanisms
by which indigenouspeoplewere incorporatedinto the empire)and effect (the adoptionof'Roman' culture), is
analytically worthless. It will be questionedin te.ms of its teleologyand an altemativeway of thinking ttuough
the processes
of social changewill be outlined.
Them€ 2: Acculturation
Peter van Dommelen (Leid.en), 'Ronan colonhation attd Pa ic local culture in West
Centrat Sanlinia'.
Sardiniahad beenpart andparcelof the Carthaginianempirein the westemMediteFaneanfor severalcenturies
until it was formally handedover to Rome in 238BC at the end of the lst Punic War. While the Roman
presencewasinitially limited to a few major coastalcities, the Romanoccupationof the island as a whole was
more graduallyand more painstakinglyaccomplishedthough a seriesof military campaignsin the following
decade.In 227 BC Sardinia,togetherwith Corsic4 wasformally annexedasthe secondRomanprounci,4. The
2nd Pul)icwar, however,provokedseveralnew upflsingswhich showedthat Sardiniahadbecomeall but a loyal
ally of Rome.
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The Roman expansionin the Mediterraneanas well as nolth of the Alps has o{ten beendescribedin colonial
termsof power, dominationandresistance.In the caseof Sardinia,this hasentailedan emphasison the military
occupationof the island and the iocal resislanceagainstit. The persistenceof numercusPunic featuresin the
Roman period (in particular the use of the Punic languagein inscriPtions)-hasmoreoverbeen inteQreted in
the existing Punic (or Sardoterms of indigenousresistanc€againstcolo al domination. ln lhis PersPecaive,
persistently
by
or
intega.ed
into
rhe
Roman
culture.
gradually
replaced
but
Punic) cultue was
has
iis
roots
in
a
dualist
conceptualisation
of colonial
of
Punic
Sardinia
colonisation
a
view
of
the
Roman
Such
opposedcultures. In such a perspective,
encountersas consistingof a clashbetweentwo essentiallyclosedand'indigenous'
culture. Alternatively, the
the dominant culture either entirely rcplaces or absorbsthe other
opposition betweencoloniser and colonisedmay be played down and attenlion be given to specific contact
situationsbetweenlocal residentsandnewcomels.In recentanthropologicalwork alongtheselines the local and
specifrcoutcomesof cotonial contactsare emphasisedin order to enablemorenuancedas well as moreiEt icate
interFetationsof so-calledcolonialencounters.
In this paper, such an aitemative peBpectiveon the palicular situationof Romancontactswith Sardiniansand
Carthaginiansin west central Sardinia wilt be ourlined. Taking the characteristicsof Punic nral and urban
settlementas a point of reference,an attemptwill be madeto interFet ihe developmentof the region ;n Roman
times in temls of local cuituresin the contextof allegedlycolonial supra-regionalnetworks.
Vateie Hope (Readind, 'The ldentitr of the Dean: The Gladiators of Roman Ntmes'.
The act of burying and commemoraiingthe Roman dead consistedof diverseactionsand elementsnot all of
thereis a need to optimise the evidence
which are.ecoverable irom the archaeologicalrecord Noneaheless
availableandconsiderthe differing surviving featuresasan integated record This approachio the burial record
shouldincrea3eour understandingofhow rheliving socierywhich createdit wasreflectedthough it.
As a method of itluminating ihe possibilitiesof contextualstudy I will usethe funeraryrecordfiom the Roman
town ofNimes andexamiflehow it mirroreddiffering levels ofsociai status ln particulsrI will concentate on
rhe memorials of the gladiators of the aownard assesshow the useof epigraphs,typesof memorial and burial
Iocationwere all integral aspectsof the expressionof identity in death.
'Ronanhation and the Dead'John Pearce (Dufiam)'
Although therc is a substantialbody of work on Romano-Britishfunerarypraclice, irs chief concem is with
reconstrocting religious belief. The social dimension of the funerary tes is lit e considered. Even those
siudieswhich havepaid attendonto the latter haveyet io be incorporatedin syntheticworkson RomanBdtain;
both more taditional historical synthesesand approachesconcemedwith economicand social Focesseshave
ignoredthe archaeologicalevidencefor thedeadofRoman Britin
In recent TRACS,discussionof Romanisationhad suggesledthat closesiudy of the mass of mundane
'Romanised'material cultue can provide an altemaiiveto currentmodelsof Romanisation.The latter have not
consideredthe different usesof Romanmaterialcutturein different contexts. Using datafrom the large LPRLA
'Roman'materjalswerc not necessarilyused
and early Roman cemeteriesof St. Albans I hope to show how
played
they
an imporant but circumscnbedpart in the
dunng funerary ritual as they were elsewherc. Instead
of
this
treatmen!
for the clealiol) of new identities and
the
significance
treatmentof the dead. I will explore
of Romanisation.
relationshipswlltch werethe consequences
Th€me 3: Approaches to the svmbolic
Sinon

Clarke (Btudford),

'Abandonnent, Rubbish Disposal and

'SpeciQl' Deposits at

Recentexcavationwithin the Romanfort andattendantannexesat Newsteadin southernScotlandhavealiowed
the radical re-interpretation of an exceprional finds collection recoveredfrom deep pits and wells. The
assemblage,mnging ftom paradehelmetsandothermilitary equipmentto everydayitemssuchas shoesandtent
pegs,has provided a vivid pictue of almostevery aspectof the settiement'stife. However in spite of this, or
or the formation
perhapsbecauseof it, very titde commenthasbe€nmadeaboutthe contextof the assemblage
processesthat producedit. This paperoffels new explanationsfor the Newsteadpits and their conientswhich
blur the distinctionbetweensymbolicand the simply functional. This in turn has implicationsfor the
interpretation of finds on a wide range of both military and civilian sites in Briiain and on the continent
throughoutthe Romanpenod.
Rene Rodgers (Du.ham), 'An Exanination of the Nature of Fenale Inages in 4th Century
Ronano-Brittsh Mosaics'.
In the past, the considerationof Romano-Bdtishmosaicshas often been confinedto typological and
iconogaphical description. This study seeksto move beyondthe limits of iconographicalinterpretationto a
detailedexaminationand analysisof the mosaicevidencein relatronto femalesymbolismwithin the social and
cLlturalconlerl ofthe provinceandlhe Romanempire
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Recentfeminist theory may be utilised to evaluatethe possibiliry of a cutruraldevaluarionof women basedon
the culture's ideology and power structue, and also on ils use of symbolic devices. The main body of this
examinationaddrcssesthe questionof the symbolic devicesutilised in rhe4th century Romano-Bdtishmosaics.
In an analysisof the natureof femaleimagesin thesemosaics,coupledwith a comparisonwirh similar themes
and inragesfound in other areasof the empire and rvith male images,I observeda dichoiomy in teatment
betweenfemale and male images. This dichotomycan be seenin the prcdominanceof female imagesused to
portay Nature, in opposiiion to male images reFesentative of Culture. This type of trearmenr places
Men/Culaurcas the tame.s and civilisers of WomenNature. Secondly,women are most often used to portray
allegoricalfigures. [nages of this typecanbe classifiedas non-specificentitiesbecausethey very rarely possess
an actile myahologyor personalityof their own. Rather,they arc sirnply passivepenonifications of abstract
concepts and aspirations popular in Roman culture. Male images, however, are often used in idealised
representations
ofrealistic genresuchashunting,amphitheatieandcircusscenes.The moresp€cificcharacterof
these representations,with their relianceon male images,reflects the imporance and interest found in mateorientaiedactivities, at the expenseof f€male-orienratedactivities. I believethat this dichotomy in symbolic
treatment that can be found in 4ah century Romano-Britishmosaicsdoes reflect a culrural devaluation of
Women. The images chosen were rcpresenlativeof the perceived significance of men and women in late
antiqurry.
Raphael Isserlin (Leedi, 'Pi,snn\
Tales in Roman Britain'.
The rituai landscapehas fal too often beenignoredin RomanBritain andis generaUyviewed as the resDltof a
static,finite Focess miher thana dynamicentity. Bdtish ruml religioussites(loca sacru) fomed an irltegralpall
in the cleaaionoi a Romanprovince,panicula y the boundariesof urbanterritor;r or at a larger scale,civtares.
In somecasestheir disaributioncan be easily recognisedor predicted,and explanatiorNfor this comparewell
with conlemporarydocumentedcasesof dynarnicpocessesin other provinces. The role rhar they played noi
only in the creation of boundariesbut as goalsofpilgrimagesis briefly discussed.
David Petts (Reading), 'Reconstructing the Rom.tn Landscape'.
Traditional approachesto Romanlandscapestudieshaveemphasised
the landscapeasan economicresource,this
is rcflectedin the emphasisof archaeologicalfield surveyson recreatingsettlementsandlandscapesasagrarian
systems. This may be a result of one of the most enduringparadigmsof landscapearchaeology,the notion of
landscapeas a 'palimpset'. The implicatiors of this approacharethat the archaeologist's
task is to removeiayels
of 'noise to reveal the elementsof a Romanlandscape.It is wrongthat earlierelementsof the landscapesuchas
'deep'landscapes
round-barrowsandlong-ba-rrows
.re not viewedasport of theRomanlandscape.Reconstsucting
which takeaccountof all the relevantelementsandexaminelhe way in which they are teated will revealmuch
more than'economic'data. It is Foposed for examplethat Romanusesof prehistodcfeaiureson the Berkshirc
Downs such as the White Holse and Waylands Smithy have importaDtimplicaiions for examining Roman
attitudes to both tempomlity and liminaihy. It is also suggestedlhat David Harvey\ belief rhar one of the
problemsof modemity is the reconcilingof widespreadsFucturesof spacewith a locai peNpectivercoted in a
senseof familiarily in space(Harvey 1989:part III) may also rcflect a fundamentaldichotomy also found in
Dieke Wessel.ingh (Leiden), 'Nati|e Neighbours: some ideas on the settletnent qtsten itt
the'Romano-Dutch' countrjsiile'.
Dudng the past 15 years, a major point of aitention in (Roman) archaeologyhas been the effect of the
Romanisation p.ocess on indigenouscommunities. Studies that have appearedon this snbject (Brandt &
Slofstra 1983, Roymans 1990,Millet 1990) are concemednainly with the regional and supm-regionallevet,
discussingthe social and administative organisation. Since the 1970s.large-scaleseitlementrcsearchin the
Nethedandshasfocusedon uncovering(pre)historicaliandscapes
by excavatinglarge areasin a rnjcro-region.At
present,ihe excavationsin and amutrdthe town of Oss (Provinceof North,Bmbart) forn the best exampieoi
this stmtegy- In the couse of 20 years,an areaof over 60 hectareshasbeer unearthed,offering the opportunity
to study spatial and diachronicdevelopmentsi! detail. The wealthof datafiom Ossfoms the startirg point of
an analysisof the setalementsystemin the Dutch 'Maaskant'regionduring the Romanperiod.
The resultsshow that at least six nativese(lementswere situatedin the area. Thei layout and the distsibution
of certain find groups indicate the existenceof hierarchicaldifferences,betweensingle farmyardsas well as
betweensettlements. This papef wilt consistof a brief oudine of the settlement!from Oss,after which some
ideason hierarchyandthe settlementsystemwill b€ present€d.
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Theme 4: Technolosv
Elizabeth Shirlet (Reading), 'Building Materials, Quantities a .t Labour Requireme ts at
the Frontier: The construction of the Roman legionarJ fortress at Inchtuthil'.
This paperdiscusses
solutionsassociated
with the calculationof the ljkely scaleof
Foblems and suggests
building mater;alsand labour requftementsfor the constnction of the Roman single-phasetimber iegionary
fortressof Inchtutil. It is basedon researchin progress.
To calculatethe quantityof tinber (in linearnetres. cubic meres, and ronnes)and orher materials(unit
numbers,volumesandweights)it is necessary
to determinebuilding plan dimensions.building sizesand shapes,
materials used, consEuctionmethods,materialsd;mensions,and Roman work rates. The excavation report
providesliale or no dired evidenceaboutthesekey matters. Taking sp€cificexamples,rhis paperdiscusseshow
answerscan be suggestedto ihese key questions. Comparaiivecalculations,critical options. and adjustmeni
factors,are explainedandtheir sigdficance drscussed.The implicationsof l,hesupply of material and labour on
ihis massivescale,and what this can tell us aboutconditionsat the ftontier, are considered.
E.M. Eyans (Gltmorgen

Cvent Archaeological Trust), 'Caution: Roman a.rchitects at

It is becomingincreasinglyclear thd the designof Romanbuildings could be quite a sophisticatedprocess. If
the architecturaldesign of excavatedbuildings is to be considered,as it should be, as part of the excavation
report, it is imperativethat methodologiesshouldbe devisedto enablesuchanalysisto be carried our. Only in
this way will it bepossibleto ensurethat lhe relevantdataarc coliectedon site.
Thjs paper will look at somemelhodsof anaiysiswhich have beencarriedout in the past, considertheir
potenlialio. providing informadon,andsuggestpossiblewaysforward.
Dayid Sin (Reading), 'Ronan Iron Technolog!',
The time involved in the manufactureoliron iaemssuchas weaponstakeson a greatersignificance when such
itemsareFoducedin largenumbers.Thispropositionwillbe studiedby considering
theproductionprocesses
involved in the manufactureof cbain mail ard go on to examinethe necessityof re-evaluaringthe current view
of Romaniron-working technology.
Theme 5: The Exchanse Economv
Sara Bon (North Caroltna), 'Forn, Funetion a d Ctlture Change: ceramic anallsis from
Southern Burgun.I!'.
Regionalcefamicevidenceis a type of archaeologicaldatawhich allows the examinationof interaction between
the Romanpoliiy andits specificnor-Romanneighbours.A studyof functional variationin southemBwgundy
exploresthe possibility of vesselfom asan indicatorof changein the realmof food rransporration,sromge,and
Feparation in the region.
This work emphasises
highly undersnrdiedutilitarian vesseiswhich wereproducedfor everydayuseand limited
distribution. The forms and fabricsof thesevesselsadhereto functionalmandatesratherthan influencesof sryle
which affect the better-studiedelite wares,destinedfor tade andoften followins tends which cover largeportions
of lhe empire. Changeswhich are visible in aheregionalutilihrian assemblage,
therefore,shouldreflect chanses
in theactivitiesforwhichthesevessels
wereused.
The examinationof a lype of material evidencewhich is presentand indeedcommonat most sitesof the period
presenlsa likely mannerof addressingcrucial issuesof regionalinteractionacrossthe culturai boundariesof the
Empire. An understandingof theseFocesseswill shedlight on ihe largerissuesofpower and empireformation
in theRomanwodd.
Damian Robinton

(Btudford),

l:he changing nature of the econon)

in a North

African

This paper iniends lo corsider .he changingnature of the economyof the Notb African city of Thamusadi
(Timgad), from its foundationasa veterancolony in the SecondCentu.yAD, to the peak of its Fosperity in the
rnid-FourthCentury. The resultan.analysisrvill thenbe contextualised
withjn the ongoingdebateinlo the
generalnatureof rhe ancienteconomyandthe monotheticconceptionof ihe city as a 'consumer'
or 'service'
economywill be challenged.
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Roman Baetica: A Reappraisal
Organiser:Simon Keay, University of Southampton
The province of HispaniaUlterior Baetica,which canbe roughly equatedwith the modemSpanishautonomous
region of Andalucia, was one of Rome's oldestprovincesin the west. h is perhapsbest associatedwith the
Roman emperorsTrajan and Haaldan,whosepaaia was at the town of Italica, and with the olive oil amphorae
(Dressei20) which are to be found widely throughoutthe westemEmpire. Howeve. it is one of the proviDces
leastknown to Bdrish schola.s. Archaeologicalwork hasbeenundertakenar Romansitesin Ardalucia sincerhe
middie of the 19thcenturyand,after a fallow periodduring the 1960'sand 1970's,hasnow entereda new phase.
The delegation of the managementof cultural affairs to the regional govemmenaol Andalucia and the great
explosion ofrescue work in the 1980'sand 190's hasled to importantnex, discoveries.This sessionattemprs
ao review some of thesefocusesupon aspectsof urbanism,the economyand the persistenceof narive ethnic
identity irto the imperial period. It is hopedthat the work presentedhere will provide a usefulcomparisonfor
better known partsof the westemEmpirc,stimulatedebateandpromotean awareness
of the geat archaeological
potential of one of the leastexplorcdprovincesofthe Romanwest,

Prof. Pedro Roilriguez Olita (Anitiersit! of Malaga): Architectural Decoretion in the
Townr oI Ronan Bactiea
The amount and quality of sculptureddecorationis a good index fo. measuringthe degreeof romanizarionin
many parts of the RomanEmphe. The presenceof sculpturemust reflect the adoprionof ide$ and beliefs and
when rhey arefine quality piecesmust,morcover,provide an indicationofthe degee ofprivate or public wealth.
This is the sensein which the sculpturesknown fiom public environmentsin the proyinces of Baetica ate
analysed,and it is also known that they formed pan of lhe decomtiveprogammes of private doras or villae.
This is a general study of groupsof statuaryftom this province from the archaeological,rather than artistic,
point ol view. Its rationale,significance,and ideology,both in the domesticand urban environs,speakciearly
of the wealth of many Baeticancities of the 1st and 2nd ce udes AD, as well as the degreeof romanisation
which their inhabitantshadbegunto acheve ftom an early date.
Dr- S- KeaJ (Uniwrcitr of Southanpton): Recent work on early Roman towns in Baetita
Baetica was one of the most heavily urbanisedprovincesin the Romanwest. It is p€rhapsmosi famous for the
discovery of municipal chartels,most recendythat from Imi. Howevefthe broaderarchaeologicalpano€ma of
towns ir the province is more poorly known. This paper is an altempt to review the srateof archaeological
knowledge about the uftan structureof the province. lt focusesupon the range,size and density of settlement
types where known, outlines their developmentand attemptsa peliminary interpretationof their functions.
Grossomodo, Baetica correspondsto the modemautonomousregion of Andalucfaand this paper will largely
concentrateupon the provincesof Huelva,Sevilla,C6rdobaandJa6n.
Prof. J. Remesal Rotlriguea (Ce trol AnieersitJ of Barcetona): Recent \tork on the
production of olive oil in Baeti.ea and its exports to the citJ of Rome
The study of Baetican olive oil amphorae(Dressel20) is an impoftant staning point for understandingthe
economy and development of the Roman province of Baetica. This is largely becauseof the imporrana
epigaphic infomation (srlIl,ps, tituli picti andgraffiti) which is preservedin largequantiryon amphorasherds
at Monte Testaccioin Rome. Excavationsat this site since 1989 have contributedenormouslyro our
understandingof this field. It hasallowed more genemlquestionsabout the organisationof commercein the
RomanWorld to be addressed
andenabledthe involvementof theRomansiatein rhere-disEibutionof foodstuffs
Prof. C. Donersue (University of I:oulouse - Le Mirail): Production and comnerce in
metals in Baetiea daring the Ist centurr AD
The study of stampson 1s!centuryAD Spanishleadingots allows oneto developa model which proposesthat
metals producedby Baeticanmines werecommercialised.This invites comparisonwith the commercialisation
of other Foducts, suchas that suggestedby amphorainscriptions.
Dr I. RoAi 4utononous Antve*itr of Barcelona): Pattems of narble s pplt to the
Ronan proyince of Baetica
This study is concemedwith the appearance
and progressiveuseof marble in ihe ornamentalprogrammesof
Roman cities in Baetica. It draws upon on-goingFogrammesof field-researchas well as the work of earlier
scholars,such as Canto, Braeme.,Cisneros,Grunhagen,Alvarez, Beltrn and Irza. The wealth and cultural
diversity of the Fovince gave rise to a compiexprocess,in which imporled ard local marblesvere usedin a
wide mnge of resional combinations ro produce decontive progammes of great originality. Aside from
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enhancingou. understandingof building Fogrammesin the prov;nce,the study of ma$ie cont ibutes to our
knowledgeof its economiclife andraisesquestionsaboutsystemsof transportand re-distibution. For exampte,
there is still debateas to the identity of the 'Spanish' cargoeswhich wouid have fiiled ships rctuming from
Spain after having delivercd importedmarble. Finally auentionis focusedupon the ma$le ftom the Siena de
FilabresCMaca6l).It is still not certainas to whetherahiswas locatedin south-easremTariaconensisor Baetica.
Neverthelessit now seemscle3rthat its primary market1aywith the cities of Baerica.
Dr A. CabaUos Rujlno (Aniversitr of Sevi e): The newb d.iscoyeredSenatns Coasultun
This remarkablebronzedocumentdates to the l0th DecemberAD 20. It was issued in the afte.math of the
Pisodan conspimcyand containsseratoial resolutionsaboutthe punjshments
imposedupon Piso and his
fellow conspirators. It also providesus with broaderpoiitico-ideologicrl considerationsof the imperjal house
duing .he reign of .heEmperorTiberius. To sone degreethe Pisonianconspiracyunderminedthe credibiiity of
the Emperor and it is suggestedthat the presenceof copiesof the SenanrsConsultum at a number of ciries in
Roman Baeticareflects the implantation of Imperial ideology in the province. Their presenceamongstu$an
communitiesin the provincemay also havebeena key elementin their romanisation. This paperbeginswith a
bdef description of the document and is then follow€d by an analysis of its brcader significance in rhe
romanisationof the province.
Dr Marj Dolrns (Aniversity of North Carolina at Chapel HiU):
Tardetani and Turdetonia: caltural identitJ in ea J Roman Baetica
The historical and geogaphical tradition for southernSpaindistinguishesbetweentwo basic cultural groups the Turdetaniand the Bastelani- inhabiting the Guadalquivirvalley. While Stabo, Pliny and Ptolemy provide
the rough oudines for the territories of thesegroups, the chrcnoiogicai pe.iods to which tbey refer and the
criteia for their differentiationare ambiguous.The archaeologicalevidencefor the Iberian period may .eflecr a
variationin ceramictraditionsandbudal cusaomsbut this evidenceis too inconclusive;moreover,the conrinuiry
of a variarionbetweengloups cannotbe traceddfough the Republicandinto the early Empire. In attemptingto
cometo terms wjth the notion of cultural identity in early RomanBaetica,this paper corsiders the significance
ol such an ethnic distinction in the early Empire. Without doubting a continuity in Iberian cultural tradition
inio the early Empire, we needto admit that idenlifying a distinction beiween Tudetanian and Bastetanian
matedalculrureremainshighly goblernatic- Doesthe historical recordreflect a reality or simply earlier textual
traditions? Was the distinctionpurely geographical? Or, cana homogenisationof the material evidence,related
to romanisation,be detectedin the archaeological
record?

Archaeology, Latin and the People of Roman Britain
Orsanisedby Dr Alan Bowman& Prof J. N. Adarns
This sessionis devotedto papersdiscussing
theevidenceof recertlypublishedand newly discovered
writingtabletsfrom RomanBritain.Dr. Bowmanand ProfessorThomaswill offer a brief generalaccountof the
discoveries
at Vindolandain 1991-3,foilowedby a presentation
of threetexts(two of themaccounts,one a
letter).PfofessorAdamswiil discussphilological andlinguistic ploblems andissuesmised by the writing-tablets
from Vindolanda.ProfessorBirley will discussthe evidencethe Vindolandadocumenrsprovide for those
archaeologically
elusiveindividualsiD RomanBritain. In conclusionlherewill bea briefrepoi flom Dr
?omiin on the Carlisle tablets.

Atan Rownan (Chtistchutch
Co ese, Oxford) & l.D. Thomas (Univenitj of Durhan):
Nev Texts from Vindolanda
The paperwill offer a brief descriptionof the contert andcontert of the finds at Vindolandain the excavarionsof
1991-3.Threetexts,in theirpreliminaryfo.m, will be Fesentedanddiscussed.Theseare:(1) A cashaccount
Iisting a miscellanyof itemsincluding equestrianequipmentard textiles. (2) A datedaccountconce.nedwith the
provision anduseof foodstuffs,including pouh-y,in the commandingofficer's househoidat Vindolanda. (3)A
letter from a decurior namedMasclusto Flavius Ceialis askins whether be should return his detachmentto
Prof. Iin Adans (Unit'enitJ of Ma,'chester / St. Iohn's Co eee, Orfo ): Iansuase
contact and lingaistic varietJ at Vindolanda
This paper will deal parliy with rhe Latin of the full collection of tablets,recenrly published, and pa.rtly with
p.oblemsjn someunpubiished
(1) sc.ibalconectness;
tex.s. Threemaintopicswill be discussed:
(2) language
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contactandils possibleconsequences
at Vindolanda;and (3) substandard
Larin andanaicipations
of rhe Romance
languages.
Tonr Birler (AniwnitJ
of Dussetdorf): The People of vindotanda
The tabletssupply severalhundrednames,alnosr all of peopiepreviously unknownt mosaof theseare soldie$
or officers servingar Vindolanda,bur also personsfrom orherplaces:and someare civilians (but &is is difficult
to estabtish).Thereare also importa,rrindicationsof anitude or distincrionsberweenpersonsof different origin
of 'Roman'io nativeBritish,or betweenBatavians
(?) andothers.Something
canbeiaid aboutithepersonsof
senatodalmnk, equestrianofficerst centuriorsandopriones;women;slavesandfteedmen;soldierswith Celtic or
I . In one tablet the nativesare calledBrittunc li, obviouslyderogatory.In anorhera man cta;mshe should not
havebeen beaten,sincehe is (a) jnnocenrand (b) a t nsnarinus. The lmp]licationis lhar rhe Brits can be
flogged without anyorc minding. One rabletrefers to suppliesof grain deliveredby 'wagonsof the Britons'
and a nameEigbt be of one of these.The lleahnentof the Bdtons may have something.o do with the rcvolt
of 117.
2 One lelfer asksfor geelings !o be given io omnescives et anicos.The cives are probably'feltowBalavians.A non.Bzlaviarin onedocumenr
is specified:
Sabinusf/ev€r..
3 Of senators,the govemorNeratiusMarceilus was identified on one of rhe firsr tablets to be found; another
senatoris oneFerox; the nameof a third is nor tully legible, a fourth mighr also be detectable.
4 Tbree or four equesrrianofficers are altesredelsewhere:C. Aelius Brocchus,M. Caecilius September.T.
HateriusNeposandperhapsCeloniusJustus.Ofpanicular interestis the facr rhat severalofficers ar presumed
officers are calied Flavius.Cerialisand cenialis are the most frequently auesred;note also procutui, Similis
andVindex.
5 The namesof the cenlurions(anddecurions)and optionesare nor markediy differenr from thoseof tbe men.
Thereis evidencefor a rclrola, presumablya club for the 'NCOS'.
6 Two officers wives, Sulpicia Lepidina and Claudia Severa,are representedin several tablers; note also
Thuttena,Pacata,andperhapsoneor two morewomen,
7 Severalslavesare deiectable:(:Candidus,Severus,Rhenus,Primigenus.One freedman(ofFlavius cenialis)
is named,Cenosis(?) andperhapsan imperial fte€dmanat York, Optatus.One letrer refercto Caesaiani, who
shouldbe the membersof thefamilia Caesan".
8 The namesof soldiersor otherscanbe classifiedas Larin; creeki Celric; cemranic; other. Someprcvisional
conclusionscanbe dra*n.

Dialogues in Imperialism
Organiser:David Mattingly (SchoolofArchaeologicaiSrudies,University ofleicester)
The aim of the sessionis to constructa seriesof diaiogueson aspectsof Romanimpe.ialism andthe indigenous
responses
to Romanrule. The first and last of thesedialogueswill presenaviews refiectingthe inherenl
dichotomyof perspectiveberweenimperiai power and subjectpeople.The middle pairing will look at issuesof
successand failure, resistanceand panicipation as illustrated by ihe landscapearchaeotogyof two conrrasring
regions.It is hopedto generatesomeinteresringdiscussionregardingrhe different perceprionsof impedalism
that existed in antiquity as today (in pan the idea here is basedaround Edwa.rdSaid's view of .discrepanr
experiences'inthe modemimperial age,seehis Crlrrre anAInperialisn ).1n otherwords, we shall explor; the
variability of perception ,nd aclualily of Roman imperialism in rhree critical areas: govemment,iand and

Resistance, eo-operation anal coercion
BilI Hanson (University of clssgow): Zt" Ronan yievpoint
Percepdonsof the Roman attitude to the conrrol of her Empire tend to be dominated by her use of military
might. Clearly, this was fundamentallyimpoitant, whelher direcrly applied or merety threarened.bui it is rhe
contention of this pape. that control of conqueredterritory was more subde and utilised a wider range of
approachesthanjusr rheiron fist.
The exerciseof confol by politicalneansis well esrablished
in rhe useof the so calledctientkings,ever if
only as a temporarymeasurein the west. But loosertreaty rclationshipsare alsoattestedaroundrheperipheryof
the Ernpire, involfing paymentborh ro and by Rome. Rome can also be seenconroUins tradeand accessro
landin theseareas,so muchso rhatir cansomelimes
be difficuh lo definerhepreciseg;graphical limits of
Empire.
The inevitable consequence
of the relatively limited membershipof the imperial administration was a oeavy
dependence
on local self-adminisEation.Romedemonstatesconsidembleflexibility, not ro saytolerance,in her
approachesto adninistrativeconaol in the plovinces,but an urbansub-srructurewas prefened. Where it did not
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exist, it was direc y stimulated. Where this was not possible,military contlol of the civilian population was
maintained.
Vital to this processwas the participation of the indigenous6liie. Without lhe willing and active co-operation
of such individuals. Roman local administradvecontrol could not have functioned,for membersof that 61iie
madeup the town councils and becamethe magistrat€s.It was,thereforq in the interestof Rometo attemptto
was, conaary to rccent
control the heafisand minds of the indigenouspopulation. Thus. romanisaaion
'civitised' men were easierto control that
assertions,delibemtely and directly promoted,for
the 'barbarians'.
of the involvementof the €li1ein u6an
This processis manifest,for example!in aheencoumgement
development,the provision of financial aid, and the extensionof the citizenshipto such individuals,the
promotionof provincial councilsand the impeial cult, and fufther emphasison the ideologyof fte Romanstate
through propagandaand education. Indeed, it is arguedthat romanizatior vas no less important a meansof
controlliDgtbe populationin conqueredtenitory thanthe tbreatof the applicationof force.
Richard Hingley (Historic Scotland); The indigeno s viewpoint
The Roman invasion and domination of Britain had a major impact on native communities.It has long been
known that at leastone revol! occured early in the history of RomanBritain. Yet it is also conmoniy accepted
by Romaniststhat the province setdeddown into a peacefulpro-Romanterritory in which 'Romar' standards
spreadthroughout society, deeply affecting all provincials in the lowlands. The highlands are considercdto
contast with the lowlandsand areseenin negativeterms:nativesarebackrard in failing to adoptnew waysand
reiaining$eir own materialculture.
This perspectiveplacesa distinct value on 'Roman'srandardsand denigntesthe ways of life of native
communities.It also views southeinnativesat the time of conquestas uncivilisedbut intelligent- ipe for
rcmanization.In contast, Romansare the opposite- civilised, andwith a cultureof progress.
Recentaltempisto rewrite the British Empire (andother modemWestemEmpiret suggestthat the processesof
changeare never this simple. This suggeststhat we have imposedthe pattem that we expect - a progressive
'meaningful'developmentof primitive society into civilised Roman society- onto our data.In realfty, natives
within imperiaycolonial situalions adopt a variety of views on those who conquerand dominatethem. Some
may hold views that supportthe dominantpower, but olherswill opposeincreaseddominationover their lives.
Oft€n this opposition is subtle and hidden rather than ove and those who sharethe views of the dominant
powerofien choosenot to noticeor rcact.
It will be suggestedrhaL while
In this paper the conceptof romanizationwitl be subjectto a criticai assessment.
somemembersof the tribal elite may have bad an interest in suppoting and mimickng Romq otherswithin
the tsibesdid not. The processof change in Roman Bdtain will have been far morc complex than Fevious
accountsproposeandthe archaeologicalevidencecontzinsinformatior on actsof opposition.
However,ir will alsobe argu€dthat after the first few yearsof Romanconts-olthe oppositionRoman-nativemay
be too simplistic in lowland Britain. Once the Roman army had moved on, native opposirionmay often have
beenintendedto counterthe extensionof conrol by the native elite. The result may be that acts of opposition
neednot aiwaysdraw on native/pre-Romanconceptsor symbols.
A much more flexible and less deierministic inierpretation of changeis requiredii we are ever to be able to
reconstr.uctthe variely of views held by natives about Rome and the changesbrought about by Rome. This
of someof lhe basicconceptsbehindsludy - conceptssuchas
flexible systemshouldaliow a crilical assessment
wealthy
andpoor, civilised andprimitive.
and
civilian
zones,
Romanand native,mililary
Inperialisn
and te itor!
Sue Alcock (University of Michig n\ Greece: a landscape of resistance?
If characterizaiionsof'successful' and 'unsuccessful'provinceswithin the Romanempireare no longer tenable
(certainlyare no longerfashionable),we still requiresomevocabularyfor analysingprovincial developmentin a
mannerthat allows for comparativediscussion.'Resisknce' and 'oppofunity' are the terms arcund which one
pariicular diatoguecan be consFucted.Unlike its counlerpartin this particularsession(Aftica), Gfeece(Achaia)
prosperity(urbanization,
did not 'boom' under the empire.The traditionalindicesof imperially-induced
agriculauralintensification, exploitation oi natwal resources,populationgrowth) are by and large lacking here,
andir most casestheir oppositescanbe infened from our titerary and archaeologicaisources.Yet I would argue
tha! Creece is equally an 'imperial landscape',a landscapecrcatedthrough a compiex negotiationof extemal
devicesandintemaldesires.
what is achievedby consideringGreeceas a landscapeof rcsislance?Resistancein an active sense,involving
vioient oppositionof impeial policies, is not oul chief focus here,thoughinstancesof direct impedat
intervention (centuriation,forced relocation) and its rejection are to be found in Achaia. Morc significant are
signsof resistancesheathedin more passiveor subtle foms, including the maintenanceof tradirionalpractices
andallegiances.The exren!to which such variousforms of resistanceshapedthe Greekresponseto Romanrule
can be comparedwith the mannerin which the peopiesof Africa, alsoloyal in many ways to jrdigenous
pracrices,embracedtheir'oppoftunities'more vigorousiy.
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David Mattingly (University of Leicester): Africa: a landscape of opportuhitr?
It is now less controversial than it was a decadeago to speakof economicgrowth in certain Fovinces of tbe
Romanempire, wirh the olive oil prodlciion of No{h Aftica Foviding one of the ciearestexamples_
That this
rural tsansfo.mationmust be read as an artefacr oi imperialism is clear at an intuitive level. ihe extensive
evidenceof centudationand of the delinritationof rribai landsprovidesimpressivetesrimonyto the inteference
of the Roman srarein ple-existing landholdingarrangements.Similarly, results of recentfield su eys in the
region have demonsrrateda dramatic increaseof sedentaryagricultureduring the firsacentudesAD in both the
core agricultuml zones and in the more marginal landscapesof the predesert.The symptons of growth and
prosperity arc visible in the parallel ufban developmentand embellisbment,in the rise in DoDulation.in the
capilal-intensive
ard increasingly
speciaiised
natureo[ rura]eslaresas revealed
by archaeotogla
The e\rensive
imperial and senatodal estates of the early PrincipaaeFovide onty a parrial answer for this economic
development,therebeing ampleevidenceto show thar nuch of the growth and the profirs of tLe cxpusron was
due to Aftican elites. As such Africa may be characterisedas a ,landscapeof opponunity'. One impofant
questionto be raisedis the extentto wbich this was aheendresult of impedatpolicy or, alrematively,of broader
economicforces.The degee of differencein economicrrajecrorybetweenvariousprovinces(andthe reasonsfor
jt) would seemto be an impoirnt areafor futule research.
However,thereis anotherpercpective:onerhatwould identify, even in Aftica, charactedsticsof a 'landscapeof
resistance. Our apFeciation of lhe imperial landscapesin Afiica and of iheir medium+ermsuccessis enhanced
by our considemtionof such negativefactors.Indeed,the eventualfailue of Romanlandscapesin r€gions like
North Aftica may be better understoodin relationto the latert forcesofresistanceencapsulated
within them.
Imperialism and cultare
Dick Whittaker (Churchill College, Cambridge): The Roman tiey,point
To explain Romanizationas simply a salggle betweenthe centml stareandthe aspirationsof tocal DoDulations
js a falsedichoromy,since it was the inlemal lensionsof rhe socielyrhatdelerninedthe respo;seswhjch
different sectorsof the peoplemadeto Romanizarion.Nevertheless,
for rhepurlosesof this debarewe shoutdnot
underestimatethe mle of state "policy" in shapingthe variousculrural cboiaes.The besrway ro demonslratethis
proposidon
is a conpafativeapproach
ro variousprovinces.
For instance,in the early se$lementof borh Gaul and Afiica native cults were banned,and sanirizednral or
lrban sanctuaries,usually associatedwirh theimp€rial cult, were attachedto secondaryaggtomerations
for civii
administration(collection of taxes,etc.). Why shouldsuchdevelopmentshavehappenedarmoreor lessthe saIne
time in the early history of two very different westemprovinces,if they hadnot beenpan of officially inspircd
policy? The samequestioncan be posedin laterperiods.In Gaul andAfrica the origioal coionialandtsibal elites
werereplaceddu{ing the secondcentury. The changecoincidedwirh a secondaryphaseof urban building, the
Romanizationof rural sanctuariesand the parriciparionof the "seigneursdesvici,' in fonrcdy lower classcults.
In RomanBdtain ihe samerhythm seemsapparenr.tnmediately after the conquesttherewas diminishedsuppo(
for the local cult sanctuaries;then in the secondcentury rhe templesbecamemore and more substantial,ii in
Gaut, with stonebuilding and dch dedicarions. As in caul and Afric4 the rich b€ganto build luxurious villas
ftom the mid-secondcentury. And so on.
Even if the precisedatesof the changesare not alwayseasyto establishand may not be exacdy rhe same,the
commonexperienceis close enoughto askthe question,Why is that in Britain, Gaul, SpainandAfrica we find
given rhe very differenthistoriesandeconomjes
suchcoincidences,
of rheprovincestlr*outd be cudous.if
Romanizationhad dependedsolely on the sponreneous
reacdotrof indigenous
populations,
thar everything
everywherechangedwith Augustus;evenmorecudousthatall over rhewestemworld elite weretransformedand
a kind of native Romanizationtook over in the secondcentury.
Jane Webster (University of Leic€ster): The indigenoas fiewoint
Focusing on tbe western provinces of caul and Britain, ihis paper wilt argue that rhe archaeologyof the
syncretistic processesby which 'Romano-Celtic' religion was created has paid lirde anenrion to native
perspectives,and has alnost wholly ignoredtbe possibilirythar native dissentmay sometimeshavecrystalfised
in the rcligious arena.
In i2 BC, with the establishmentof.he Altar and Temple to Rome and rhe Divine Caesarar Lugdunum,
Augusius introduced the imperial cult into the westemprovinces.The cuh of rhe deified imperial numen is
perhapsthe clearestoutward manifestatioDof an awareressby the Romanstaterhat Fovincial loyatry could be
encouragedby the manipularionof ritual andbeliei
Yet acceptanceof the aryumentthat the imperial culr in the wesr was to somedegreea root of the statehasnor
led us to questionEadilional nolions ofRonan rcligioDs'tolerance'. This tolerance- especialtyas reflectedby
deity syncretism - is stili widely seen as a pragmalic, even benign, responserowards alien deities by a
polytheistic power This tolerance, it has long been argued,is mosr clearly characterisedby rhe syncretisric
interpretatioRonm a by which alien deitieswereaccomnodatedinto an ever-expanding
Romanpanrheon.
The fint part of this paper will aryue, on the conilary, that synclelism is power: inrerpreiatio and other
syncretisticprocessesare lessa tole.anadialoguebetweenthe empireandirs coloniesthana monotogue,which,
evenwhen embmcedby certain sectorsof nadvepopuiarions(suchas elires),wasenactedaccordingto imperiat
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rules. The secondpa of this paper will take this possibility a stagefurther, and suggestnot only rhaathe
ovenuresof syncretismwere resistedby somesectorsof nativepopulations,bur that religion becamean
importantfocusfor dissert in first centuryAD Brita;n andGau1.
Modem antfuopologicalpeNpectivesshowus tharreligion is a fiequentfocus for actsofcolonial unJest,mnging
from outright rcbellion to small, subtle,repeatedactsof individual resistance.Suchdissent- particularly of the
latter type - will of coursebe difficult to recognisearchaeologically.What is arguedhereis rhat we have hardly
begunto look: the archaeologyof coionial resistanceto Rome is still in its infancy. The latter paft of this paper
will suggestthat dissentingvoices may be found amongthose whoseacis of resisrancehave long been eirher
marginalised(the druidt or relegatedto footnotes(thepanicipanisin the Civilis revolr of AD 69) as a resuir of
our complicit acceptance
of the widespreadsuccessof thepax Romana.

Cash in the Roman World
Oganisers:JohnCreightonGrniversityof Reading),Creg Woolf (Brasenose
College,Oxford)
The coinageof the late Republic and early Empire, basedupon ihe prirciple silver coin the denarius,could be
seenas the predecessorof the EuropeanMonetaryUnit. However,the idea of onesingle cunency for the whoie
empire is only a irue up to a point. Kevin Butchersetsthe sceneby looking at the divelsity of coinagesin use
around the empire, particularly in the East. From here the sessionshifts to look at the very diverse ways
coinage was used and circuiated in differenr regions of the Empirc, concludins with Aleksander Bunche's
DeNDective
from bevondtheImDerialfiontiers.

Kevin Butcher (Institute of Archaeologr, London): Sittguktr or Plural? Carrenc! slstems
in the Earb Roman Enpire
Thereis a irend in recentpublicationswhich discussrhis subjectto lreatrhe Romanempireduring rhe first three
certuries AD as if it possessed
a single,unified currencysysrem,which was imposedby the 'Roman
autho.ilies'.This belief no doubt stemsfiom the predominantlyEurocentiicobservationof the wide circulation
of Roman coins of known denomination,rnainly producedat Rome,in Italy and the weslem provinces. The
belief has influencedthosewho work on eastemcoinages,to the extentthat many specialisrshave been
fruidessly engagedin vhat the auihor believesis a futile attemptto translatethe denominationalstructuresof
the issuesof eastemcities (the so-caned'Greektnpedal' coinages)into Romandenominations(asses,semisses,
quadrantesetc.), and to find a comprehensivesystemfor individual provincesor even for the whole easr.So far
the denominationalstucture of thesecivic coinageshaseluded schoiarship,because,I suggesr,rnere vas no
single, unified structue. The model which I plopose,of tbe ad hoc anangementsof thesecities for obtaining
currency, has implications not only for the production but also of supply of coinage rhroughout the Roman
world, andgives us anoiherneans of cncumvenlingthemodel which Foposesthat statesonly producedcoins to
pay their debts.
Dirk Backendorf (SFMA Frunkfurt): Nev light on oA hoards: some remarks on the
internal structure of Roman Republican cotn hoards
This paper will look at hoardsof republicansilver coins from the Italian mainland, and presentsome of the
results of a new analysis.The teminal datesof the hoardsrange from the late-3rd cen. B.C. ro the reign of
Tiberius.
Since there was litde deyelopmentid the Iange of denominations,weight and finenessof the silver coinagein
lhis period, it shouldprovide an ideal iilustrationof a numberoi theoreticalexpectations.
When the individual issuesare groupedtogetherinto much longer periods, rhen the chronological structure
appearsas a skew-curvewith a peal io the right. So too individual types,when subsumedinro groups,reveal
the expected"life curve", thal is again a skew-curve,with a peak !o the left. Fu hermore the geographical
distribution of coin types showshow irnmediatelyafler striking they oniy appearin numben in finds near the
placeof minting, whereaslater they aremostcommonal sitesfurther afield.
Apart from this possibility of confirming the basic preceptsof the inte4'retation of coin finds, the Italian
material also allows us to enmine how the coinagesFead out lhroughthe areaFom the mint at Rome.
A comparisonof the time which elapsedbetweensidking and the peak in the "life curve" for various issuesin
the years c. i50 to c. 40 B.C. makesit possibleto estimatethe time required for geographicaldiffusion. The
relative velocity of diftusion variesenormousiybeforethe SocialWar, andreachesits peakin the irst half ofthe
80s.Thercafterthe leve1remainslower, but steady,through to the 40s. This observationhasconsequencesfor
our view ofeconomic life in Italy - if velocity ofdiftusion is indeedan indicatorof economicactivity.
The variouscoin types (which were struckin Rome)are fairly evenly dishibutedthroughoutthe Italian
nrainland,and it is nor possibleto establishpafiiculardhectiorsfor the disrribulionof individuattypesor
groupsof types.Coins $ruck outsideRomecanbe usedto checktheseresults.
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However,on one occasionit is indeedpossibleto observear irregular geographicaldistibution: a smal1group
of denarius hoards, which have a roriceably thinner "tail" than other contemporaryhoards, Fo\€d ro be a
regionalphenomenon
res8ictedto the Transpadana,
which continueswell into the firsr centuryB.C. This
suggestsa connectionbetweenthe intensity of Romandominarionoi rhe area,and the intensiry of coin inpur
Datid Wigg (SFMA Frunkfurt): Cash ott the North-West Frontier: the deyelopment of coin
se nt N. Gaul in the earb EtLpie
It was not until the Romanarmy waspermanently
stationed
on the Rhinefrom abour15 B.C.. in conneclion
with the Augustan advanceinto ce.many, that Romancoinagemade a significanr impact upon rhe poot of
coinagein circulation in the area.From this lime on lhe army was to becomerhe main motor in rhe dynamics
of coin supply and use along the Rhine. Above aii very large quantiliesof bronzecoin were supplied,and this
seems!o havecirculatedrapidly. often disappeadngalmostcomplerelyfrom military conrexh wilhin litrle more
&an a decade.This is in contrast ro silver finds, rehich generallyreveal a much "older" profile. Clearly rhe
averagesoldier in fact rcceivedand usednainly bronze.Presumablyli wasinto non-miiirary "native,,or civilian
contexlslhat the bronze"disappe3red"ftom the mililary camps.
Against the backgroundof which mints were supplyingthe Rhinelandarmy wirh neq, coin during the
Julio-Claudiarperiod, a variely ofphenomenawill be discussed:
. The rcle of nativecoinage.
. The suddenappqrancein the late-Auguslan,early-Tiberianperiodof wom republicanbro_nze
andold Augusran
moneyerc'assesin Nodh Gaul, apparentlyaspart of the coin supply.
. The role of copies; noaonly does the anlly seemto have been resporsible for tbese,it is atso possible to
identify a goup of "native" copies struck to a closely-controlledsrandardjust below half the weight of an as.
This suggestsan inffeased requnenent for coin in nonmilitary areasin the Ciaud;anperiod, as wett as posing
lhe questionof what "nati\€" sb.uctureswerefunctioningand\rere responsiblefor striking thesecopies.
. The establishmentof a more stablecoin-supplyin the Fiavianperiod.
' Regionalisation
andmobility.
Ma*as Peter (Ri;mermuseum, Augst): Influences on coin circulation: An exanple from
Germania Supelior
The numberand vadety of coins forlnd in Romansettlementsare determinedby severalhistodcal and nodem
factors. In orderto usecoinsfiom alcbaeological
sitesas historicaievidencein an adequaremanner,ir is
jmportantto know thesefaclors andtake ihem in to accountasbestaspossible.
This paperpresenlsa numberof approachesto the studyof influenceson coin drculation in antiquiry and some
conclusionswhich can b€ drawn ftom fiem. A studyof the coins found in the Upper Rhine region showsthat
the disbandmentof the legionarycarnpat Vindonissa(Windisch,Switzerland)in ADlol causeda considerable
drop in the money supply of a large afea. This indicatesthat the Romansoldiersstationedar Vindonissamusr
have had accessto new small coinage; their presencewas an impo.tant facior for the supply of coin in the
Coin finds of the Flavian and Trajanic periodhave othernotableaspects,however,which must be due to orhe.
influences. the examinationof tracesof wear,the numbersofrhe diffeert denominarionsand the stratigraphical
evidencesuggestthat Imperial decisionshada greaterbearingon the circulation of small coinagethanexpected.
It seemsthat around AD104-i07 not only aurei and denarii, but also many aescoins were withdrawn from
circulationandmelteddown.
Similar phenomenacan also be observedin lhe firs1centuryAD. The panial withdlawal ol Caligula's coinage
under Claudius,as depictedby Dio Cassius(60, 22, 3), can indeedbe confirrnedfor the prcvince of cermania
Superiorby thenumismaticandarchaeological
efidence.
Peter Guest (Institute of Archaeolog!, London):
Cash: d.eduction or deception?
Cunent studiesof coin hoardstend to restrict themselves|o dealing wiih hisrorically generatedinteryretarions
and panicular aspectsof coin circulation. Thesediscussionsare ultimately founded upon the application of
modemperceptionsro the archaeology:
. That coin usein &e ancientworld waslimiied to actingasmoney
. That all provincesunderRonan rule behavedin the sameiden.ifiablyRonan marner.
By studyingthe diversity of coinscontainedin hoardsfiom the first andsecondcentudesAD ir is arguedrhat rhe
processof hoarding within i}te empirc was far from homogeneousand must have been heavily influenced by
regional factors.It is suggesredthaasuchregionalisationcould hale comeaboui in two ways:
. The differen!denominationswereintendedfor introductior andcirculaiionin sDecificare3s
. Thepopulations
of thevariousprovircesuseddifferentcri@nawhendecidingwhichcoinsto hoard.
Togetherwith a frllther analysisof comparativematerialftom outsidethe empife this reveaisihe fragility of the
idea that coins must be perceivedin termsof cashand supportsthe irterpretation ol hoads as a result of social
activity/tradition wi&in the locai popul"tions.
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Sinon Esmo de ClearJ (Universitt oJ Biminghan):Coin use at.l loss in e small totrn:
the deposition ol coins at Shepton Mauet, Somerset
Excavationsir 1990 sanpled20,000m2 of the Romano-British'small town' at SheptonMallet, Somerset.
Much of the ,rtefactual material wasrecordedusing an EDM, giving Fecise spatialco-o inates.Amongst this
material were573 coins,mainiy of the later third ard fourth centuries.Analysis of the distributionsof tbe coins
(with Dr.M.A.Oliver) is now underway, usingrechniquesand packagesdeveiopedfor geostatistics.
Before the pattemingof the coins canbe analysedin solely numismatictermsat leas!two major problemsneed
to be addressed.The first is the extent to which site fomation and taphonomicprocessesmay have influenced
the incidence of coins ratber than it being a simple reflection of use,4oss.The second is to comparc the
distributionof coins wiih those for other classesof artefactsto asceraainwhethercoins arc behaving
distinctively,
or arejust anotherclassof'rubbish.
Numismaticanaiysisof the sparialpattemingof the coins can comparetheir relationshipto tunctional areasof
the siae,suchas sirucnfes or cemeteries,andcan comparccoins usingcriteria suchasissue-dateor rcgular issues
Thesearalysesshould contributea moredetailedbody of evidence,affording insight into pattemsandFocesses
ofcoin loss or depositionor discard,and thus allow infercncesto be drawn as to the useof coins at the site and
wider questionsof monetisationandthe useof coinsas cash.
Aleksan.ler Bursche (Aniversit! of Warsat'): The Janction of Ronatt denarii in Bafiaficum
Romancoinageleaving the li,ne,r as tribute or paymentfor goodsor servicechangedits function when it passed
'nrodeeper
Barbaricum.
The function of Romancoinagein Barbaricumis quite complicatedbecausedifferent typesof coin Gotd, silver,
bronze)playeda differen! role in a particular region at different iimes. Insteadof 'a11pDrposbmoney' as in the
caseof the Roman Empire, in Barbaricum coins played the role of 'special pu.pose money' in a so-called
'prestige' or 'gift exchange'economy,as 'meansof payirnent'in socially or politically motivated
transactions
like tribute, ransoms,so-called blood-noney, bridepdce or ma.riage-money(comparePolanyi 1968i Dalton

r96s).

The most commontype, derrrii, could havear economicfunction, as 'meansof exchange'in very limiled cases
- within powerand economicalcentres,early pofts of trade like Lundeborg(Fyn, nearcudme) or Jakuszowice.
Even within such gatewaycommunitiesdendni were used raaheras personalwealth containingpractical and
floatins value.There were no standardvalues,or standardisedprices, a phenomenonwhich is connectedwith
statesocietiesand did not exist within Germansocietiesbefore the Middle Ages. No domesticcoinageor even
nativeimitationswereFoduced in norlh-centralEuropeand first experimentswith nativecoinagewidfn Geman
societiesbeganin late 5th century A.D. Very few d"raii were cut in piecesor clipped, almost none belongto
lhe scrap-silverhoardshorizonwhich meansthar denariias opposedto solidi andsjlique djd not panicipatein the
weight-basedeconomyof theMigration Period.
Coin hoardsthemselvescould fom a specific categoryof personalbelongings,having oniy individual wealth
and no objective value.Kilogams of denarii from .ich dynasrichoards,often found on the Continenttogether
with Roman medaliions and silve. plate, symbolisedstatus, prestige, rank and power. In such a context, the
puryosefor deposilinga hoardcould often comefiom the religious sphere,having e.g. apotropaicfunction - to
carry the owner's power (mana)after death,in the sameway as iumishing graves.Suchpossibility is confimred
by Islandic Egil SkallagrimSaga.
The specificfunction of coinsin rdcrutn sphereof Germansocielies,could be additionally relatedro the images
of huma, figures.which play a particularrole in Cermanicsymbolic language.
Gold cojns changedtheir function in time and place,playing specific social, political and religious rotes in a
'gift system' as a symbol of power, rark and status,marking loyalty and Iiiendship in political and personal
contacts.In particuiar Romangold medallions(and later bracteats)bad a very specific function in this respecr
which could be comparedto aheMiddle Age /e8dl,a, lvhere the Romanemperorportrait playsthe symbolicrole
of the medievalcross.Gold was often melted down to be lransformedinto pmctical primitive-vatuables(like
spirai'rings,ingots) or into different foms of statussymbols oike Kolbet-barcelets,neck-dngs,later bracteats)
bolh usedin tbe Migration Pedodweighl-basedand/orprestigeeconomies.
There was no distinct, clear border betweenthe economicaland social, political or symbolic function of coins,
betweenprofaum andsacrrn, which wasa characteristicphenomenonfor Germansocieiiesuntil the Medieval
Period.
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The world of Late Antiquity
Organiser:Tim Potter(British Museum)
The archaeologyof the late-Antiquecity hasbeenthe focus of particular attentionin a1lparts of the Empire in
recent years. There were changesof immensesignificanceto the layoul of many sires,nor least through rhe
adoptionof Christiadty as the pincipal religion. Likewise, the countyside urderwent a significant degree
transfonnation. lvhat, then, did the world of the people who owned the Hoxne or Sevsotreasurelook like?
How did it function? And what were the differencesin urbanand rural life {iom one parr of the Empire to the
other? Recentwork is beginningio comeup with somefascinaringnew ideasandperspectives,someof which
wiil beexDlored
in theseDaDe.

Eleanor Scott (King Alfled.'s Colkge, Winehester): Processes and prcduction: urban and
rural late-Roman Palestine
This study will begin by describingthe known urbanandnrral situatior in northemPalestinein rhe iare Roman
andByzantineperiods,focusingon the resulb or recentexcavationsand surveywo* at sitessuch as: Caesarea;
the vilage of Sunaqa in the Cannel;and a numberof villas in the Carmel and nortbempart of the West Bank.
The methods of anaiysis and interpretationtraditionally employed ir this field of saudywill be examined,
padcularly the view that a.chaeologicaldataexistto conoborateand supportthe conclusionsalreadydrawn ftom
analysisof texts, notabiy rabbinictexts.It will b€ arguedthat this "handmaiden"approachis inappropriatefor a
numberof reasons,especiallyin a late Romancontext,andobscuresa full undersrandingof cultumt processand
production in ahebroadestsense.Indeed,it rcmains to be recognisedthat certain "categodes"of evidenceare
prccesses.An altemative "readirg" of the landscapeof late antiquePalestineis offered, and, rather than using
archaeologicatfindings to confirm or validatethe rabbinicandothertexts,ir is suggestedthat it is archaeological
data which can often rcconstructthe social, economicand symbolic struclurestbrough which the texts were
producedand through which theymust be read.Late RomanPalesfne wiil also be usedas a casestudy; it is a
ftamework within which we might examinethe vefy natureof many questionsaskedabouturbanismin generat
and late antiquity in particular. Wlry do we ask the questionswe do, and how useful are they? What knds of
information are they seeking,andwhat underlyinsassumptionsare being made?What audienceis assumed?To
this end,particularattentionwil be paid to ProfessorSatrd's me EconomJoJRomanPalestine(firsr pnblished
in Enslish in 1994),norably contentionsmadeaboutsettlementpattemsa.d the sEuctureof the economyin the
period..
lateRomdnard ByTantine
Andrev' Poutter (Universit, of Nottinshan): Arbane life in the coantrjsiile and soldlcrs in
to*,ns: a totage do*n the Denube in late Antiquitr
Fo. thoseunfamiliar with the Darubian provinces,the first surpdseis the unexpectedquantity and rema*abte
Feservationof the Romanremains,but the secondis the furstratingrcalisationthat rherearepeculiar difficulties
inherentin the interpretationof ihe region'sarchaeology,relevantthough it cle.rly is for our undentanding of
themrurandurbanlandscape
oithe llestemEmpire.
Examples of late Roman cities in the hinterland of lhe Danubian liontier from Ausida (Noricum) in the
north-lvestdown to Bulgaria and the Black Seacoast(Znlaria) to the south-eastillustrate the potential of rhe
region as well as the complexityof the archaeology.Impressivewal1ed'cities' containedborh smatl
administrative buildings and large palatial complexes.Urban garrisonsand imperial use can account for the
importanceof some'urbancenires'but may ha\€ equally contributedto the demiseof civic administrationard a
reductionin the urbanpopulaiionby c. 300. In the countryside,large and occasionallypaiatial villas provide a
deceptiveimpressionof wealth(irnprobablyinierpretedasevidencefor a 'lateRomanrcvival') which must be set
againsta decline in the numbefof villa-eslatesand a possibiedislocarionof rurat settlemenras eatly as the 3rd
century,cenainiy alrestedby lhe late4rh.
Paradoxesabound.Despirean apparentfailue of Romar urbanismin the 4th century, ir is suggested,
tentatively,that therewas no correspondingdeclinein agriculture,but that theremay havebeena radical change
in the characterof landholding and a reorientarionof supply, away from u.ban markets to satisfy mililary
demands.
A growthof populationin smallercitescan be detectedafterc. 350 but, ;t is argued,this did not
fo11ow- nor stjmulate- an urbanrevival. Still nore profound(or evident, is the discondnuityin both town and
country which dislinguishesthe late Romanfrom the early Byzantineperiod (after c. 450). Whereas,in
Noricum and Pannonia,ihe collapseof Romanmilitary contol in the early 5th ceniury Fovides a reasonabie
explanation,on the lower Danube,where'cities' surviv€d, if precariously,under East Roman military control
until the closing yearsof the 6th century,their economicandphysical appearance(and probably rheir function)
contasts sharply with the classicalfoundationsthey replaced.However,regionaldifferencesin the 6th century
are still more markedand point b a diversity of characterwhich (at presen!)defiesany attemptro draw general
conclusions.Nor doesthe evidenceallow the origins of effly nedieval urbanismin the Balkansto be rracedback
to the condilion of cities in fte late Ronan period.
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Simon LosebJ (Wadhair Co ege, Oxford): Continuitt and Change in Late Antique Cittes
in Southem Gaul: The case oJ Arles
The political andreligious significanceof Arles in the late antiquewestcombineswith rhe comDarative.ichness
of the writlen andnow archaeologicaldocumentationavaitabteftom rhecity io makeit a valuaLlecase_stualy
in
the evolution of urban forms and functions in Late Anriquity under the rwin impact of lhe transition fuom
paganismto Ckistianity andof rhe changingcharacierandfortures of the RomanEmpire. Artes becamemore
jmportani jn the secularandecclesiasticrlurbanhierarcbiesof I,ale Anriquity, but this
had bolh advantagesand
disadvantages,
andit raisedthe problem of how the city could rerain its regional hegemonywithout the Empire.
Meanwhile, its iopographywastransfomed norjust by the rcquirementsof the nev CMsrian relision. bur;ho
by the empercrs,and by changinga$irudesto public and pdvate space. The resulring urban tindscape was
radically diferent from its early imperial predecessorin somerespects.bur sur?risingly conservativein others.
A gradualredefinition of urbanidenriry ir Clristian terms can be foliowed into the sixrh century ideologically
andtopographically,in function andform.
Tin Potter (British Museun): :Ihe land of St. Augastine: the North African cttj a d the
Church
What happenedto the civic centresthat gracedthe classicalciry in late Antiquiq,? Somehold rhai they often
developedinto lhe market piaces of medieval rowns, especially in Italy; othe$ that they gradually tost their
pre-eminenceto souks.lining rhe principal steets, notably in the East.fhis paper will take asits startingpoini
the excavationof the fo rn of Ioi Caesarea,capital of MauretaniaCaesariensis,
modemChercheiin Alse;a. A
remarkablepiclure of changesin late Anriquiry emergedftorn rhis work, which in nrm senes ro iuuminarewhar
went on in other North African cities in rhe tmnsirion from rhe Roman to rhe medieval wortd. The Church
emergedasplaying a centr i rol€.
Bryan Ward-Perkins (Trittitt Collpge, O4o ): The Dtstibution of Weatth and poter in
the Later Roman State
In the fou(h andfifth cenruriesthe needro sray close to the almy kept emperorsclose to rhe fiontier in ciries
like.Trier, Milan. Sirmium, Consiantinopleand Andoch. Rome remainedrhe symbolic capiral of Empire and
the home of an adstoc€cy with empire-wide estates;but the greaterpart of the Srare,simmenseweatth and
patronage was expended within a hoad frontier-belt, stretching from the mourh of rhe Rhine to upper
Mesopotamia. The cities of the interior provinces paid the necessaryaaxes,but never saw rhe emperor;d
receivedlittle benefit from rhe State, except the aU-imponant gift of peace. The later Roman Empire was a
curious empire: the 'periphery' had becomethe political 'cenrre' and rhe main beneficiary of starespenalingi
wbile the old cerle (Italy) had becomea contributingrarherrhanan exploiting area. This curiousinversionalso
had the unfotunate effect of drawing someof the grearestwealth ard splendourof the Empire out to its very
edges,whereit wasall too obviousto the barbariansimmediatelyacrosstheRhine andDanubeftontie$.

Mapping Roman Britain
Organiser:Mick Jones,City of Lincoln ArchaeologyUnit
In 'Wlat's New in RomanBritain?' we haveexamineda numberof new siresandmonuments_Here a broader
perspectiveis taken,zoomingour to look at how we perceivethe Romanlfidscape as a whole.

Hunphrej Welfne (RCEME):
RCHME and Eat an's wa : the revised cattosraphic
record of a WorA Eeritage Site
In the mid 1980srhreepdncipal stimuli combinedto highlightthe pressingneedfor new archaeotogicat
canographyof the Hadrian'sWa[ zone.The firsr was the early rumbtingsof the Hadrian,sWall NationalTrai1.It
was ciear to RCHME that rhe existing Ordnance Survey marerial wouid be inadequatefor the levels of
informationandconfidence
thatwouldbe rcquired!o adviserhedeveLopers.
rheCounrrys;de
Cornmiss;on,
and
the guardians.especiallyEnglishHedtageandaheNational Trust. Se.ondl],,it hadbecomeapparenrtharrheietd
archaeology
of the Wall corridorhad beensrrangelyneglededandlhal, rhirdty,a canographiccontextwas
urgentlyrequiredfor the large-scale
analyticalplansof fo.ts and campsrhat had atreadybeenFoduced by
RCHME.
The scale of the probiem - a 'site' up to 1 km wide and 180 km long - dictated that the specification of the
cartographicFoduct had to be realistic: an accurateoverlay for the OS 1:2500basic-scalemap,depictingali ihe
etenentsof the Wall complexandany eailier or later featues that inpinged upon them.Eachiinear elenent was
divided into sections,accordingro its changingcondition, and individual irems such as offsets and cenruriat
stoneswere alsomapped.In ali, over 3000 separarerecods were made.Therewas no atrempt,however,to depict
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distincrionsthat were beyondthe scaleas, for instance,tbe CiaytonWal1or the survivalof Broad Wall
foundations.
A major aim was to strip the Wall of its canographicmyths, e.rois and assumprionsrhat had beenperpetuated
from the nineteenlh-centurymapping.In many instancesthe Milirary Wail and the Vallum were found to be
somedislanceftom thei commonly and tacitly acceptedlires; elsewhere,especiallyatoundCarlisle and along
the southemshoreof rhe Solway,thereprovedto be no firm evidenceof rhe line of the Wall itself.
The data has beendepositedin the NationalMonumentsRecord and will form a consdruentpa of rhe
informationunderdnning the emergingHadrian'sWall ManagementPlan.
Berri Jones (UnrvenitJ
No abstructre&ived

of Manchester):

Ptolenj,

Marinus and the Tarnins of Scottand

Simon Esnonde Cleary (Universitr of Btminghan)
: Britannia depicta: Plobkms in
napping Ronan Britain
A mapreflectsthe concemsof its compiler.As far back asPtolemy andlhe TabulaPeutingerianaRomanBdtain
has been'mapped':theseancien!compilershad a clear idea of what they wantedro know about the island and
their compilationsrcflect this. But in this century we have not been very self-cdticai about our aims and have
generateda seriesof single-sheet,aulhoritative depictionswhere inclusion implies imporr2nceand exclusion
consigns
to neglect.
By the beginningof the twentieth centuy a tradition had grown up of taking the modemphysical geographyof
the British Isles, and onto ii projecting certain classesof site and monument.Thesewere overq,helmingtyth€
distinclive1y'Roman'forts, towns, villas androads.Since Worid War II there hasbeenan enormoDsgrowth in
our loowledge of the numberand variety of siiesof the Romanperiod,arldtherehasbe€na paralleidevelopment
of our understandingof developmerlover four centudes.Yet the cartogmphicpamdigmestablisheda cenruryago
js still dominanLThe form and the content of thesemapsserveto make Roman Britain morc familiar than it
shouldbe.
Both folm and contentneedrevision.Recentresearchhasdone muchto showus thatBritain in the Roman
period was a different shapeto Bitain today.Morc importantly,inclusion of different classesof phenomenonon
the samemap, albeit symbolicallydifferentiated,tendsto imply parity of significance.Additionally the legacyof
the growth of the subjectis often more obtrusivethan needbe. The depiction of military siresis a particularly
good exampie of these trends. Maps can now suffer both from too much information and too lirde evident
purpose.
Is it any longer possible or desimble to produce single-sheetportraits of Britannia? Of course,people wilt
continueto do so.But perhapswe shouldabandonrne ideaof inclusivenessandretum to rhe ideaof Ptolemyand
the TabulaPeutingeriana.We shouldsimply depict thos€things which we wanr io, ieaving otheN to shov what
they want, therebyemphasisingthe diversity of RomanBritain ratherthantrying to homogenisei!.
Michael Fulford, Ro! Enb+,ittle & Fra eis Ratmond (Unive^nt of Reading): The
Romanised La dscape of Salisburt Ptain
A researchproject has beenunalertakento investigaletlansilion in the landscapebetweenthe Iron Age and the
Anglo-Saxonperiod in prn of &e military training areaof Salisbury Plain. A rangeof methodoiogies- ae ai
photographic su ey, geophysical and earthwork survey, extensive and intensive field-walking, small-and
medium-scaleexcavation- hasbeenemployed!o sampieblocks of rhis chalklandlandscape.Preliminaryresults
indicatethat, by fie late first-to-mid secondcentury AD, a widespreadabandonmenr
of, or radical altention to,
settiementsoiginally occupiedin the early-to-middleIron Age hadtakenplace.An extraordinarilydivemepattern
of settlement,difiicult to characteriseand ranging from extensivenucleatedvillagesao small, isolared
farms/buildings,emergesin the early Romanpedod with evidencefor the associared
intensivearableculrivalion
of both river valleys and chalk uplands.The larger-scaieexcavationshave producedevidenceof setdement
continuiry to the sixth century.
Rob Be1!'IeJ SCHME): Mapping Romdn Britain
This paperwill explain the RCIWIE approachto archaeolosicalaerial survey and its recentconaibution to the
archaeologyofRonan Bdtain. Therearethre€strandsto aerialsurvey:
(1) Reconnaissance.
The APU undertakes
nationaiprogrammes
oi aerialsurvey(co ordinatedwith regional
flyers) with the purposeof finding new sitesandrecordingmoreinformation aboutknown sites.
(2) The National Mapping hogramme. This p.ogiamme aims to map (at 1:10,000scale),interprerandclassify
all archaeologicalfeatures seenon aerial photogiaphs. In ihe classificaiion ard recording processsiles and
Iandscapes
oiparticuiar periodsare identified; thus for any region coveredit is possibleto extractall the Roman
sitesby site iype (military, civilian etc).
(3) Detaiied napping projects at 1:2500scaleare also very much a pan of our work. The mosr notablerecent
Romanplansare the of the RomanTown at Silchesierwhich was completedearlier this yerr andthe plan of the
RomanFon andvicrs ar NewtonKrme. Yorks\ire.
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The resultsof all the abovelvork are beingintegmtedmoreclosely with thefie1dsufley side whercdetailed
hachuredplansand geophysicalsurveysimproveour undeNtandingof sitesandregions.All rheinformation
derived from tbe surveysis availabietbrcughrhe nationalMonumentsRecordCentrejn Swindon.
Mike Bishop @ANS): Frcn Trackt'a| to road: Corbridge, Roectiffe, and the case for a
Proto-Dere Street
h has long been suspectedthat the Roman alrny used native trackwaysfor communicationduring the early
stagesof the conquestof Bdtain. The time taken to constructjusi clearedroures,let alone well-founded, ati,
weathersurfaces,madeit impossiblefor constsuctionto keepup with an advancingbaute-group.Wlere rcuaes
were re-usedby Roman roads,it is difficult to prove their existence,but ar poinls where Romanroads deviate
{iom earlier trackways,it may be possibleto glimpsesomethingof the roadnetwork,panicularly in the earliest
daysof the Flavian conquestofthe north.
Recent excavationsat Roecliffe, North Yorkshire, identified a previouslyunknown Flavian military site less
than 2km fiom the long-supposedmilitary predecessor
to the Romantown of Isurium Brigantumar Aldborough.
There were indications thatRoecliffe supedntendeda crossingof theriver Ure that may haveFe-dated.he Dere
Saeet crossing at Aldborough. Moreover, therewas someevidenceto point to a prehistoric north-sourhrcure
that was utilised by the Romansduring the conquestof Brigantia.
The situation apparentat Roecliffe - rapidly replacedby anoths site nearby- is paralleled elsewhereon Dere
Stseet,with the neiglboudng sites of BeaufrontRed Houseand Corbridgein the Tyne valley. The sho( move
from Red House to Corbridgemakessenseif the uossing point of the Tyne had changedard it is believed by
some that an earlier road neMork, incorporatingRed House,may havebeen supersededby rhe more familiar
scheme.Thus Co.bridge, like Aldborough, may have been a greenfieidsite establishedro accomaodate &e
revised couse of the main north road, now known as Dere Street,evidentlyconstsuctedduring the Domitianic
period.
This paperreviews the evidencefor theseiheories,thentacklesthe widerstrategicandlogislical implications of
a proto,DereStreet,
Vince Gaffney (BAFAA, Anitenitr
of Rbningham), M. van Le seft & R, tffhite: The
lVroaeter Hinterlan,l P.oject
The relationship betweentowns and lieil hintedandsis one of the key problemsof arcbaeologicalresearch,
central to the understandingof economic and social olganisation. Despite this very little researchon rhe
quesrionhas beenbasedon rigorously analysisof systematicallycollecteddata. The Romantown of Wroxeier
andthe surroundingregion in large measurebecausethe remainsof earlysetdementhavenot beenobtireratedby
extensivemedieval and modem development,presenta rare opportunity to investigate.therelationship in rhe
necessarydetail, and on a sufficient scale,to Fovide theoreticaland methodoiogicaifrzmeworks of broader
The Wroxeter hintedandpoject seeksto deveiopnew, inter-disciplinaryrnethodsto investigatethe problemsof
nral-urban relationships. It seeksto build upon tbe results of recentand on,going research,excavationand
swvey carriedout within and .round Wroxeter. Ceniral to the researchobjecriveswill be the implemenrationof
novel approachesto the analysisof landscapearchaeologicaldatabasedupon the taies!technology. Despitethe
chnessof the ancient landscapearoundWroxeter,this is an archaeologicalresourcewhich like many orhersis
under continuous threat from infrastructural and other developrnent,and ftom the emsive effects of modem
agiiculture. A secondaryaim of the proje.t is to makeuseof the larestdevelopmenlsin information technoiogy
to monitor and model such 'threats', and ihus dev€lopa strategy,fiom a merhodologicalpoinlof-view of wide
applicability, for the managementof the archaeologicallandscape.

Roman Finds Group Meeting
Organiser:Jan Summerfield(EnglishHeritage,FoIt Cumberland)
Thb b one of an occasiovl senesof neetinqsbj rheRonnn Finds Group. All arc welcometo attend.

Justtne Batlej (Enclish He tase): Two sroaps of Roman piecemouLds fron Castlcford,
Yorkshire
Excavaiionsin Casdefordhave recently uncovercdtwo large groupsof clay mould ftagmenrs,a total of nearly
2,000 fragments.The mouldswere dumpedjn pits and thereis no associaledworkshopdebrissuchas crucibtes
or meral waste.Although dey were found within 5On of eachotherthey appearro datefrom different phasesof
The earlier group, probably late lst centuryin date,consistsof piecemouldsfor castingvesselsrhat were to be
enanelled. A .otal of over 20 decorativemotifs have beenrecognisedand more than one form of vessel was
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being made.Thesevesselsare not commonfinds andno closeparailelsfor lhe main form, a flask, are known in
Britain. The recentty found enamelledvesselfron Nijnegen bas mary of ihe samedecorarivemorifs while a
flask fiom Pinguenre.Isrria now in the Kunsthistorisch€s
Museumin Vienna showsrhe fom reDresented
bv the
majoriry of the moutd fragnents as well as sone moreof the decorarivemorifs.
The secondgroup of moulds date to the late 3rd or 4th century and are for 'pu.se-shaped'spoonswith offser
handles.Investigationof the fragmentshassholvnthat the individual2-piecemouldswere assembled
inro
cone-shaped
multiplesandbetween
12and16 spoonswerccastat onetime.
John Daties (Noririch
No abstact received

Castle Muse n): A brooch nanufacturinq

site in South Norfolk

A gela Wardle (M'LAS): Rites and rituals in the East eeneterr of Roman Lonilon
The areato the eastof RomanLoDdonhasyielded evidencefor an extensivecemerery,oneof the severalburial
gounds knovn fiom antiquarianfinds andrecentexcavationsto exisi outsidethe ciry. Cunent work ar MOLAS
concenarates
on the arcato the soulh of the Atdgateroad,which datesfrorn rhe beginnirg of Roman senlement
in London,whereexcavations
between1983and 1990haverecovered
a mininum of 122cremations
and587
inhumations,dating from the first to the fifth centuryAD. Evidenceexisrsfor a variety of burial rires andmany
burials were accompaniedby a wide range of grave goods,among them several spectaculargroups, which
sugges!specificdhrals.Compleieglassvesselsrep.esenting
typesfound only ir fragnentaryconditionin
conlemPora4
aJeofe:pecialinrerefl.
con_exr<
The multi-disciptinaryproject invoives studyof ihe developmentof the c€meieryareaandits organisation,budal
rites and rituals, demographicevidenceand the wider implicationsfor RomanLondon. The paper discussesthe
overall aims with specialreferenceto the finds, the methodsof analysjs,the limirs of inrerprelation and the
pfoblemsof a complexprogramme.
logisaical
Christine Jones (National Postal Museun):

Lookins out from the galerr:

finds

studies

This paperpresentsthe personalview of a nuseun coratoron the subjectof finds researchand who does the
research.It sets out 10 analysecuraloriaircsponsibilities
and dutiesin a local aurhorirymuseum,makes
comparisonswith colleaguesin nuseumstundedby othersources,andbriefly srrveys Romar researchprojecrs.
The conclusions indicate that active researchin Roman finds is, by and large, not undertakenby curators
workins within iocal govemment.
Hilart Cool (york Archaeologieal TrLst) and M.J. Baxter (Nottingham Trent Uniyersitt:
Similaritr &nd differcnce: the comparison of fin^ assenblages
The integration of different t)?es of excavateddataandthe abiliry to compareassembiages
from differenr siies
and buildjngs are tundamenraibuilding blocks in archaeologt,.This paperis a coniribution to the methodology
for doing this. It will outline a way of comparingassemblages
of smail finds by rabulatingihem accordingro
the function of the object,and lhe differenrpedodsand/orareasof lhe sites. Thesedaraarerhenexpioredusing
the statisticaltechniqueof conespondenceanalysiswhich providesplots that enabiesimil.riries and differences
in assemblages
to b€ quickly identified.
This techniquehasalreadybeenusedwith somesuccessto explore ihe funcrionof vadousenigmaricbuildings
in the legionaryfon essat York by comparingtbeirfinds assemblages
wilh rhoseof legionarybuildingsof
known firnction in both York and Caerleon. This paperextendsthis work. and will appiy the nethodology to
assemblages
fiom a variety ofmilitary andcivilian contextsof irst to third centurydare.
Lindsal Attason-Jones (Museun of Antiquities, Neecastle): A tlpical astembtage
Archaeologicalsmall finds reportsterd to concentmteon the mater;aifrom a paaicularsite; museumcatalogues
are usually con{ined to material in one particular insaitution,which rnay be fiom many unconnectedsjtes and
periods; scholarly articlesinvariably look at a specificgroupof ariefac6, suchas a panicular form of brooch.Ir
is very difiicult from thesevariedpublicationslo get a senseof what might be expectedfiom a parricular sor! of
site at a particular period, infornation which is rlot only importanrfor our knowledgeof life in RomanBritain
but which may alsobe essentialfor directorsof excavaiionswhenpreparjngbudgetsandfo.ward pians.
In 1988an attemptwasmadeto iook ar tile materialfoundin theturretson Ha&ian'sWall. This limitedproject
producedsome surprising results and suggesiedthal this app.oachcould be tried on other types of sires.This
paper will look al the polential of this approachand will explore Dhelherwe ffe yet in a position to idendry a
typical assemblagefrom a fort, a cemetery,a town site, or a villa.
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The Pub Guide
(1) The Queen'sHead, (otherwiseknown as 'the Nob')
Christchuch Road
&q closestpub to the campus,with two bars, very studenty
big-screentelly. **
atmosphere,
(2) The Lyndhurst
Queen'sRoad
nice woodenfloors,good
Local'spub with a goodatmosphere,
selectionof ales,wines,food, goodSundaybrunch. ****
(3) The College Arms
WokinghamRoad
Studentpub during term time, otherwisenot. Good atmosphere,good
food, goodselectionof guestales,LOTS & LOTS of exoticbottled
with flashinglights***
beers.wines.Ca-mes
(4) The Turk's Head
London Road
Town pub.Goodselectionoffood servedall day andan okay selection
of beer.PooIa::dtablefootbal. ***
(5) The Purple Turtle
Comer of Duke Sffeetand King's Road
An after-hourskind of pub. Openuntil 2am, so it packswhen the
regularpubsclose. Excellentselectionof exoticforeignbottledbeers
(try the MexicanChilli beer!).Occasional"entertainment",
table
footbal1,variousgames.**
(6) The Granby
London Road at CemeteryJunction
Bit of a dive. Bandson mostnights. Popularwith Bikers *
(7) The Monk's Retreat
Friar's Street
An upmarkettown pub andwine bar,with a good selectionof food.A
bit of a trek but couldbe worth your while. **
(8) The Eldon Arms
Eldon Terrace
A bit hiddenbut a nice local's pub with a good quiet and rather Irish
atmosphere.
Live musicif you're1ucky.****
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